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Covington  quilters  celebrate 
WMU  centennial  with  party 


By  Roanoke  Keys 

There  were  38  present  and  20  Mighty  River  Flows,”;  WMU-Unifier 
quilters  at  the  Covington  WMU  of  Home  and  Foreign  Missions ;  “Go 
Centennial  Party  on  Feb.  14.  The  Cov-  Forward”;  and  “They  Study  the  Bible, 
ington  WMU  Centennial  Quilting  Par-  'Look  on  the  Field,  Pray,  and  Give.” 
ty  began  at  8  a.m.  and  lasted  until  the  The  29  blocks  were  made  various 
quilt  was  finished  at  5  p.m.  at  Salem  WMU  Centennial  Chairmen  and 
Church,  Collins.  This  quilt  was  done  WMU  officers.  Women  who  made 
to  commemorate  the  100  years  of  them  were  Anha  McCarroll,  centen- 
WMU  work  that  was  organiz^  in  1888  nial  chairman,  Sanford ;  Melva  Jean 
in  Richmond,  Va.  Rogers,  Centennial  chairman,  Salem; 

The  quilt  measures  7'2  feet  x  8'/^  Charlene  Lamberson,  centennial 
feet.  Each  of  the  28  blocks  is  9’/2  x  chm..  Seminary;  Hazel  Rutland, 
94  inches.  Each  block  has  a  centennial  chm.,  Lebanon;  Emogene 
significance.  With  18  churches  in  the  Pruden,  secretary,  Calhoun;  Susie 
Baptist  WMU  Association  —  15  have  Pitts,  centennnial  chm..  Leaf  River; 
a  WMU.  Each  church  selected  a  Louise  Atwood,  centennial  chm..  Cold 
Centennial  Chairman.  These  Springs;  Madelyn  Easterling,  centen- 
chairmen  did  or  had  someone  n  nial  chm.,  Lone  Star; 
their  WMU  to  do  the  designs  in  each  Pauline  McGrew,  centennial  chm., 
block  that  they  drew  for  in  a  Centen-  Mt.  Horeb;  Alayne  Arrington,  assoc., 
nial  Workshop  at  the  Lone  Star  Bap-  WMU  treasurer  for  33  years;  Edna 
tist  Building  in  November  1986.  11  Boyce,  centennial  chm..  Union  North; 
other  blocks  were  assigned  to  the  Dorris  McRaney,  assoc..  Baptist 
church  associational  officers  and  Women’s  director; 
directors.  Gwen  Hammeson  and  Nell  Broom 

The  four  borders,  six  inches  wide  in  of  Rock  Hill;  Joyce  Seymour  of 
purple  with  gold  satin  stitch  em-  Williamsburg;'  Rachel  Flynt,  assoc, 
broidery,  use  the  WMU  colors  plus  membership  director;  Mary  Stringer, 
pink  with  white  stripping.  The  top  assoc,  cissociate  director;  Debbie  Pon- 
border  was  hand  embroidered  by  zo,  assoc.  Mission  Friends  director; 
Roanoke  Keys,  who  served  Covington  Rrenea  Walker,  assoc.  BYW  director; 
WMU  as  director  for  seven  years  and  Margaret  Ellis,  assoc.  GA  director; 
has  been  a  WMU  member  52  years.  Joy  Chancellor  of  Willow  Grove;  Mrs. 
The  other  three  borders  were  done  by  Mayo  Stroud,  Mt.  Olive ;  Janelle  Lan- 
Joyce  Chancellor  of  Willow  Grove,  ford,  assoc.  Acteens  director;  Polly 
Katie  Anglin  of  Rock  Hill,  and  Edith  Gatewood,  centennial,  chm.  of  Ora; 
Lott  of  Seminary.  Border  inscriptions  Roanoke  Keys,  assoc,  centennial 
are  “Hidden  Springs  from -Which  a  chairman;  Gertrude  Smith,  assoc. 


Pastor  embarks  on  yearly  journey 
to  encourage  his  young  Timothys 
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FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  -  Al 
Jackson  carries  the  Paul-Timothy 
relationship  to  great  distances. 

Every  year  the  Alabama  pastor 
treks  to  Southwestern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  here  to  en¬ 
courage  his  Timothys  —  eight 
seminary  students  who  have  come 
through  his  church. 

Just  as  the  Apostle  Paul  saw  a  need 
to  nurture  young  Timothy’s  ministry, 
s^the  pastor  of  Lakeview  Baptist 
Church  in  Auburn,  Ala.,  wants  to 
share  his  experiences  with  young 
ministers. 

Jackson  was  on  Southwestern’s  ‘ 
campus  this  winter  for  his  annual 
visit. 

But  his  concern  for  ministerial 


students  begins  bqfore  they  ever  make 
it  to  Fort  Worth. 

In  1980  Jackson  began  weekly 
meetings  with  ministerial  students  in 
his  church. 

“We  have  a  lot  of  students  in  our 
church  who  come  to  Auburn  Univer¬ 
sity  for  whatever  reason  and  then  are 
called  to  vocational  Christian 
ministry  while  they’re  there,”  Jackson 
says.  “Atony  di  them  don't  really  know 
what  the  ministry  is  all  about.” 

So  Jackson  attempts  to  prepare 
them.  “We  talk  about  things  out  of  my 
own  experience  —  the  kinds  of  prac¬ 
tical  things  that  happen  in  churdi  life 
that  often  aren’t  covered  in  the 
classroom,”  he  says.  “I’ll  say,  ‘Let  me 


tell  you  what  happened  during 
deacons’  meeting,’  or  someone  will 
ask  why  something  was  done  a  cer¬ 
tain  way  during  a  service,  and  we’ll 
discuss  that.” 

The  meetings  also  are  an  indirect 
way  of  fulfilling  Jackson’s  desire  to 
serve  as  a  missionary.  “When  I  was 
a  student  at  Southwestern,  I  always 
attended  the  chapels  and  conferences 
during  Missions  Week  and  was  a  bit 
disappointed  when  it  became  clear 
God  wasn’t  calling  me  to  missi^,”  he 
recounts. 

“I  see  my  involvement  with 
students  as  the  primary  way  I  can  im¬ 
pact  the  world  with  the  gospel  beyond 
my  own  church.” 


The  Cbvington  quilting  party  included,  from  left:  Joyce  Chancellor.  Gertrude  Smith. 
Roanoke  Keys,  Edith  Lott,  Charlene  Lamberson.  Gwen  Keys  Hitt,  and  Edith  Geiger 
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Editorials  .  .  .  by  Don  McGregor 


Only  bingo  remains 


The  only  gambling  bill  still  alive  in 
the  Legislature  is  the  bingo  bill.  It  is 
incumbent  on  us  to  express  apprecia¬ 
tion  to  the  Legislature  for  having  the 
wisdom  to  do  away  with  other  bills 
that  had  to  do  with  gambling.  One  was 
HCR  57,  a  proposed  constitutional 
amendment  that  would  have  legaliz¬ 
ed  a  state-run  lottery. 

Surely  the  state  does  not  need  to  be 
engaged  in  promoting  and  operating 
a  gambling  business,  and  the 
Legislature  wisely  eliminated  this 
bill. 

There  were  two  bills  that  would 
have  made  it  possible  to  put  pari¬ 
mutuel  gambling  on  horse  races  into 
operation.  Th^  bills  were  HB  120 
and  HB  121.  These  bills  also  died  dur¬ 
ing  this  session. 

At  this  writing,  however,  bingo,  or 
HB  717,  was  still  alive  It  was  passed 
by  the  House  and  sent  to  the  Senate, 
where  it  was  assigned  to  the  Finance 
Committee.  The  Finance  Committee 
acted  favorably  on  it  and  sent  it  on  to 
the  floor  of  the  Senate 

By  the  time  these  lines  aie  read,  the 
Senate  could  have  killed  the  bill.  If  it 
is  accepted  by  the  Senate,  however. 


there  is  still  a  chance  to  derail  the  bill 
during  this  session.  The  Senate 
Finance  Committee  put  an  amend¬ 
ment  on  the  bill  before  passing  it  out; 
so  if  the  bill  is  passed  by  the  Senate, 
it  still  must  go  back  to  a  conference 
committee  to  wcnic  out  aiQr  differences 
between  the  two  versions  and  then  be 
accepted  by  both  houses  as  amended. 

Bingo  is  an  insidious  thing.  Its  pro¬ 
ponents  try  to  make  it  look  like  a 
harmless  pasttime,  but  it  is  far  from 
that.  It  is  gambling  just  as  surely  as 
betting  on  horses  in  gambling.  In  foct, 
it  is  more  so.  A  person  who  knows 
something  about  hwses  might  be  able 
to  look  at  the  Held  and  sort  of  deter¬ 
mine  which  one  would  run  fastest  at 
that  moment.  Bingo  is  simply  the  luck 
of  the  draw.  It  is  determine  draw¬ 
ing  numbers  from  a  receptacle 

People  don’t  pay  much  to  (day  bingo 
once;  but  if  th^  play  it  several  times, 
usually  to  try  to  win  back  the  money 
already  lost  on  bingo,  they  wind  up 
spending  considerable  amounts.  And 
usually  it  is  the  ones  who  can’t  afford 
it  who  spend  their  money  on  bingo. 
Those  who  can  afford  it  go  on  to  big¬ 
ger  pots. 


And  this  bill  is  designed  in  a  way  to 
make  bingo  legal  in  church  meetings. 
Thereby  the  church  and  the  state 
would  get  together  to  fleece  the 
church  members  and  their  friends  of 
their  money  an^l  each  would  take  a 
part  of  it.  Not  a  whole  lot  would  be  left 
for  the  winning  gambler. 

We  don’t  have  legalized  gambling  in 
any  form.  We  need  to  keep  it  that  way. 
Those  who  would  say  that  people  are 
gambling  aiQ^way  so  we  might  as  well 
legalize  it  are  putting  up  with  flaws  in 
their  thinking.  There  is  a  way  to  stop 
some  of  the  gambling  now.  If  it  were 
legalized,  none  of  it  could  be  stopped. 

Bingo,  if  legalized,  would  be  just  the 
first  drop  in  the  bucket.  The  gambl¬ 
ing  proponents  would  be  around  next 
year  to  fill  the  bucket  to  the  brim  with 
the  argument  that  gambling  is 
already  legalized  —  why  not  go  ahead 
and  add  other  forms  of  gambling  such 
as  pari-mutuel  gambling  and  a 
lottery? 

Now  is  the  time  to  stop  it.  Letters  or 
phone  calls  need  to  be  sent  to  both 
senator  and  representatives  urging 
them  to  vote  against  the  bill  if  the 
Senate  passes  it. 
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Editor  says ... 

Open  Windows  success 
based  on  simplicity 


.Guest  opinion  .  .  . 


Bingo”!  You  lose! 


Bingo  is  not  a  game  for  children. 
The  colored  cards,  bright  markers, 
and  twisting  number  selection  device 
all  conceal  one  of  the  gambling  in¬ 
dustry’s  most  effective  tools  for  bilk¬ 
ing  the  public  of  its  hard  earned 
money. 

Bingo  is  a  game  that  can  easily  be 
rigged,  easily  used  to  the  advantage 
of  a  few,  and  easily  taken  over  by 
those  who  have  ti^  to  organized 
crime  A  bingo  “regular”  knows  that 
there  are  certain  cards  with  certain 
sequences  of  numbers  that  have  a 
higher  probability  of  winning.  The 
cards  are  reserved  for  the  regulars 
who  are  thus  provided  an  advantage 
over  the  average  participant.  The 
number  selection  device  can  also  be 
rigged  so  that  preselected  numbers 
also  have  a  great  chance  of 
appearing. 

Moreover,  the  problems  with  bingo 
in  states  where  it  is  legal  prove  again 
that  any  form  of  gambling  leads  to 
both  compromise  and  corruption.  In 
1982,  Illinois  faced  a  major  overhaul 
of  its  bingo  statutes  when  “big  time 


By  Paul  Jones 

operators,  some  with  ties  to  organiz¬ 
ed  crime”  were  found  to  have  seized 
control  of  the  majcMr  bingo  markets.  In 
1985,  an  audit  of  Sacramento  County, 
Cal.  charities  which  employ  bingo  as 
a  source  of  fund  raising  discovered 
that  in  five  mcmths  one  parlor  took  in 
$800,000  but  ended  up  losing  $5,000 
once  the  “winners  and  bills  were 
paid.”  In  1966,  attendance  at  a  Duluth, 
Minn.,  gambing  casino  ran  far  below 
that  which  was  anticipated  because 
anticipated  tourist  traffic  never 
materialized. 

In  1965,  the  Nashville  Tennessean 
’reported  that  five  Nashville  area 
bingo  operations  had  paid 
“suspiciously  high  rent  for  buildings 
and  bingo  equipment  to  a  Nashville 
bingo  equipment  rental  organization.” 
In  that  same  year,  the  Texas 
legislature  had  to  address  the  pro¬ 
blem  of  “big-profit  professional  pro- 
mot^”  after  the  media  reported  that 
charities  received  only  a  small  por¬ 
tion  of  the  bingo  proceeds.’^ 

In  1965,  South  Carolina  s8w  some 
$100  million  dollars  flow  into  the  bingo 
operations ;  and  yet  the  state  collected 


only  $2.65  million  in  permit  fees  and 
tax^  or  an  income  fcx*  the  state  on  the 
dollar  spent  of  2.65  percent.  The 
Florence,  S.C.,  Morning  News 
reported  that  by  official  state 
estimate  in  scune  cases  only  1  percent 
of  the  money  went  to  the  sponsoring 
charity  or  organization. 

In  an  August  25,  1966,  article  in 
Newsweek  it  was  reported  that  a 
Roman  Catholic  bishop  in  Louisiana 
and  cardinals  in  New  York  and 
Chicago  have  said  that  parish  bingo 
may  have  to  go.  Th^  religious 
leaders  have  been  “  ‘appalled’  by  the 
heavy  betting  at  parish  lias  Vegas 
nights’  and  think  that  there  are  bet¬ 
ter  ways  than  bingo  to  meet  the  social 
and  financial  needs  of  the  church.” 

Forbes  Magazine  reported  as  ear¬ 
ly  as  A^ust  6, 1979,  “Tens  of  millions 
play  it  despite  staggering  odds 
against  them.  Only  a  fraction  of  the 
multibillion  dollar  take  goes  to  chari¬ 
ty,  and  now  the  mob  is  moving  in. 
Bingo!  You  Lose!” 

Paul  Jones  is  executive  director, 
Christian  Action  Commission. 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  -  After 
50  years  of  growth  and  success,  it  is 
unlikely  that  the  Sunday  School 
Board’s  most  widely  circulated 
periodical  will  change  much  in  the 
next  50  years. 

Elditor  Louie  Wilkinson  believes 
simplicity  and  relying  on  basics  have 
been  essential  elements  in  the  success 
of  “Open  Windows”  since  it  first  was 
published  in  April  1937. 

Wilkinson  cites  as  true  today  a  pur¬ 
pose  statement  in  the  first  issue  of  the 
personal  devotional  guide  pledging 
that  the  magazine  will  provide  a 
“message  for  every  day  in  the  month 
to  deepen  and  strengthen  the  spiritual 
life  of  every  person  everywhere.” 

The  50-year-old  format  includes  a 
daily  Scripture  verse,  devotional 
thought  and  prayer  thought.  But  the 
magazine  continues  to  be  fresh 
because  “the  Bible  itself  is  always 
fresh,”  Wilkinson  said. 

Two  (rf  the  most  significant  changes 
in  the  publication  have  been  shifting 
from  monthly  to  quarterly  publication 
in  1941  and  adding  a  large-print  edi¬ 
tion  in  1976.  Combined  quarterly  cir¬ 
culation  of  the  two  editions  is  1,060,000, 
with  546,000  of  the  regular  edition  sold 
and  504,000  of  the  large-print  edition. 

“I  was  convinced  we  were  missing 
much  of  our  audience  by  not  having 
a  large-print  edition,”  said  Sam 
Brents,  who  was  editor  of  the 
magazine  when  the  large-print  edition 
was  started. 


A  prayer  calendar  was  added  in 
1948  listing  foreign  missionaries  on 
their  birthdays.  Home  missionaries 
were  added  in  1959.  Wilkinson  said 
about  half  the  mail  received  by  “Open 
Windows”  mentions  the  prayer 
calendar. 

Missionaries  frequently  write  to  say 
they  appreciate  the  prayer  support 
generate  by  the  calendar  listing, 
Wilkinson  pointed  out. 

While  simplicity  is  a  key  element  of 
the  devotional  magazine,  planning  for 
it  is  anything  but  simple,  Wilkinson 
said.  Outlines  are  developed  years  in 
advance  with  weekly  t^ics  developed 
around  an  annual  ^eme. 

“It  may  appear  that  someone  sits 
down  and  writes  a  devotional  on 
whatever  comes  to  mind,  but  that’s 
not  the  case.  They  are  following  a 
careful  plan,”  Wilkinson  said. 

But  to  keep  the  devotional  thoughts 
interesting  to  a  general  audience, 
writers  must  take  care  in  writing 
from  a  broad  perspective,  Wilkinson 
pointed  out. 

“We  try  to  have  writers  who  are  in 
touch  with  people  and  can  help 
readers  see  (iod’s  blessings  and  pro¬ 
visions  in  all  situations,”  he  said. 

Wilkinson  makes  a  point  of  answer¬ 
ing  letters  from  readers  and  occa¬ 
sionally  calls  someone  who  took  time 
to  write  The  correspondence  and  con¬ 
versations  give  Wilkinson  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  share  information  with 
readers  about  ways  to  further  their  Bi¬ 
ble  study  and  devotional  time 


The  Second  Front  Page 


108th  Annual  Meeting  ^ 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 


Thursday,  March  12,  1987 


Published  Since  18' 


1,000  Baptists  aid 
stricken  Jones  County 


Peggy  Davis 


Southern  Baptist  Convention  to  focus  on  two  themes 


By  Marv  Knox 

ST.  LOUIS  (BP)  —  A  focus  on  phrase,  “To  Make  Him  Known,”  il-  first  one  in  which  all  theme  inter-  written  especially  for  the  1987  annual  ches  in  consistent  prayer  for  Bold  Mis 

discipleship  and  missions  —  two  lustrates  commitment  to  missions  pretations  will  have  been  presented  by  meeting  by  John  McKay,  convention  sion  Thrust  and  missions,”  Coffe; 

historical  themes  of  Southern  Baptist  and  evangelism  —  telling  the  world  full-time  vocational  evangelists,  Cof-  music  director  and  music  evangelist 

life  —  will  beckon  messengers  to  the  about  the  gospel  of  Christ.  fey  said.  He  added  the  decision  was  from  Fort  Worth,  Ibxas.  The  song,  “Tb 

1987  Southern  Baptist  Convention  an-  The  scripture  reference  for  the  made  deliberately  and  is  directed  Know  Him  . . .  Tb  Make  Him  Known,” 
nual  meeting  June  16-18  in  Cervantes  theme  is  Philippians  3:10:  “That  I  toward  all  vocational  evangelists,  “to  will  be  sung  during  each  session  of  the 
Convention  Center  in  St.  Louis.  may  know  him,  and  the  power  of  his  affirm  them  and  the  work  they  do  and  meeting,  Coffey  said. 

“Tb  Know  Him  ...  To  Make  Him  resurrection,  and  the  fellowship  of  his  involve  them  in  the  life  of  the  conven-  “We  hope  this  theme  will  really  pTit 
Known”  will  be  the  theme  for  the  sufferings,  being  made  conformable  tion.”  our  hearts  and  minds  back  on  Bold 

meeting,  announced  Stan  Coffey,  unto  his  death  ...  ”.  Graham’s  sermon  will  be  at  11:10  Mission  Thrust.”  the  SBC  campaign 

chairman  of  the  SBC  Order  of'  The  theme  will  be  interpreted  by  a  m.  Thursday,  June  18,  and  Coffey  to  present  the  gospel  of  Christ  to  the 

Business  Committee,  which  is  respon-  four  evangelists,  Coffey  said.  The  said  his  committee  expects  a  larger-  whole  world  by  the  year  2000,  he 

sible  for  planning  the  event.  evangelists  and  their  topics  are  than-average  crowd  to  hear  the  inter-  noted.  “We  hope  this  will  renew  our 

“We  wanted  a  theme  that  would  call  Manley  Beasley  of  Bedford,  Ibxas.  nationally  known  evangelist  during  commitment  to  Bold  Mission  Thrust 

Southern  Baptists  back  to  our  main  “Know  Him  in  Prayer;  ”  Ron  Dunn  of  the  convention’s  next-to-last  session :  and  to  what  the  Lord  has  called  us  to 

priority  of  missions  and  evangelism,”  Irving,  Texas,  “Know  Him  TTirough  “Any  time  Dr.  Graham  preaches,  a  lot  do.” 

said  Cbffey,  pastor  of  San  Jacinto  Bap-  the  Word;”  Eddie  Martin  of  Lan-  of  people  want  to  hear  him.  It  will  be  Bold  Mission  Thrust  will  be  the 
tist  CTiurch  in  Amarillo,  Tbxas.  He  ex-  caster.  Pa.,  “Make  Him  Known;”  and  good  for  the  convention  to  hear  him  topic  of  another  convention  highlight^ 
plained  the  theme’s  first  phrase,  “Tb  Billy  Graham  of  Montreat,  N.C.,  who  and  get  his  challenge  for  missions  and  he  added.  The  “Bold  Mission  Thrust 
Know  Him,”  highlights  the  impor-  will  speak  on  the  importance  of  mis-  evangelism.”  Prayer  Launch.”  scheduled  for  Tues- 

tance  of  discipleship  and  personal  sions  and  evangelism.  In  addition  to  the  four  speeches,  the  day,  June  16,  at  7:25  p.m.,  will  “kick 

spiritual  growth,  and  the  second  The  St.  Louis  meeting  will  be  the  theme  will  be  interpreted  by  a  hymn  off  an  organized  way  to  involve  chur- 


Help  wanted 


Several  female  volunteers  are 
needed  to  go  to  Burkina  Faso,  West 
Africa  (formerly  Upper  Volta) 
June  6-20,  1987.  TTieir  assignment , 
will  be  to  teach  missionary  ^ 
children  during  the  annual  mission  | 
meeting.  J 

All  interested  persons  need  toi 
contact  Monica  Keathley  in  the' 
WMU  Department  of  the  Baptist ' 
Building  in  Jackson  as  soon  as 
possible.  The  telephone  number  is 
968-3800,  ext.  3921. 
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Mirs,  but  many  gave  away  items  to  Valtcm  Douglas,  pastor  of  Bethlehem 
lose  affected  by  the  storm.  Baptist  Church,  and  his  family.  The 

Even  with  the  terrible  destruction  five  family  members  were  in  their 

brick  home  when  the  tornado  hit,  but 
were  not  seriously  injured  as  the 
waUs  caved  in. 

By  Monday  of  this  wedc,  the  Jones  Bethlehem  Church  pastorium 
County  Associational  office  reported 
that  more  than  1,000  volunteers  had 
been  assigned  through  jts  facility. 

Volunteers  had  reported  four  conver¬ 
sations  to  Christianity  as  a  result  of 
the  witness  offered. 

Church  damage  reported  thus  far 
includes;  Bethlehem  pastorium 
destroyed,  Lawn  Haven,  damaged; 

Glade,  extensive  damage;  Pecan 
Grove,  damaged;  and  New  Hope, 
slight  damage.  Besides  the  previous 
five  churches  mentioned,  members  of 
the  congregations  of  the  following 
churches  suffered  damage  in  the 
twister;  Moselle  Memorial,  Myrick, 

Sandersville,  Oakland  Grove,  and 
Bethel. 

John  Forde  is  public  relations 
director,  William  Carey  College. 


Construction 
teams  needed 


The  Brotherhood  Department  is 
asking  church  groups  —  perhaps 
two  per  association  —  to  be  ready 
to  respond  immediately  and  up  to 
three  months,  to  rebuild  houses 
and  church  facilities  in  the  tornado 
area. 

When  teama  are  formed  of  the 
basic  building  trades,  they  are  be¬ 
ing  asked  to  contact  the 
Brotherhood  Department  for 
assignment.  Food  and  shelter  is 
being  provided  in  the  area  accor¬ 
ding  to  Paul  Harrell,  Brotherhood 
director  in  Mississippi. 


says  seminary 


LARNAC^Cyprus  (BP) —Joseph  numerous  explosions  during 
Kattan  stru^led  for  the  best  English  Lebanon’s  12-year  civil  war.  On  two  oc- 
he  could  muster,  “I  am  very  sorry  that  casions,  he  said,  he  “saw  the  shells 
Americans  are  leaving  Lebanon.”  coming,”  once  recently  in  Beirut  and 
His  sorrow,  of  course,  extends  to  the  once  near  his  hometown  of 
whole  of  the  Lebdt|^  plight.  And  his  Maghdouche,  which  had  16,000  people 
sorrow  is  personal.  Two  months  ago,  before  the  recent  battles  there, 
his  parents  and  youngest  sister  His  ll-year-old  sister  was  separated 
became  refugees  from  fighting  in  from  her  parents  for  two  days  when 
southern  Lebanon.  fighting  peaked  at  Maghdouche.  She 

Other  than  their  car  and  a  few  of  saw  two  dead  bodies  along  the  road 
their  belongings,  he  said,  “My  parents  she  walked.  “It’s  still  on  my  mind,” 

she  told  him. 

His  mother  saw  a  Palestine  Libera¬ 
tion  Organization  fighter  kill  a  Shiite. 
“His  voice  is  still  in  my  ears,”  she  said 
to  her  son. 

Kattan  is  unflinching  in  his  desire 
to  be  a  Baptist  pastor  in  Lebanon. 
“Everywhere  you  go,  people  talk 
about  the  war,  about  the  events  in 
Lebanon,  about  the  economy.  It’s  hard 
for  an  average  worker.  Maybe  now  he 
only  can  buy  his  bread.” 

I^ttan  believes  he  has  a  valuable 
message  for  his  fellow  countrymen; 
“Jesus  can  save  and  give  you  peace.” 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries  and  He  rejoices  that  his  mother  has  pro- 
other  Americans  who  have  been  in  fessed  faith  in  (Christ  in  recent  weeks 
Lebanon  for  humanitarian  purposes,  and  that  his  father  is  regularly  atten- 
he  said.  ding  Baptist  services  in  Beirut. 

“Lebanon  is  bleeding.  It’s  a  pain  on 
my  heart  because  people  in  my  love- 

ly  country  are  dying.”  J 

Kattan,  23,  lost  one  closest 
year  one  of  the 


don’t  have  anything  now.”  Their  home 
was  destroyed  in  fighting  between 
Palestinian  and  Shiite  Muslims. 

Kattan  is  one  of  16  new  students 
from  Arab” Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  who  arrived  in  Cyprus  Feb. 
best  participation  possible.”  27  to  continue  his  studies.  The 

“We  have  the  capacity  of  seating  seminary  moved  because  Southern 
about  30,000  messengers,  and  we  ex-  Baptist  educators  Bill  Trimble  and 

Emmett  Barnes  are  among  those  af¬ 
fected  by  a  U.S.  government  order 
Interest  still  is  running  that  Americans  leave  Lebanon. 

“We  hope,  we  hope”  that  this  law 
will  change,  Kattan  said. 

The  Lebanese  deeply  appreciate 


(Continued  from  page  3)  the  end  of  an  evening  session,  so  time 

said.  “We’ve  asked  people  to  pray,  but  for  discussion  can  be  extended  most 
this  will  be  asking  people  to  make  a  easily.  If  it  were  conducted  earlier  in 
commitment,  sort  of  like  a  prayer  the  day,  pressing  matters  such  as  pect  that  many.  We  expect  it  (Cer- 
chain  in  a  local  church.”  elections  and  fixed  orders  of  business  vantes  Onter)  to  be  filled  to  capaci- 

Other  highlights  Coffey  listed  in-  w^d  make  extension  of  time  almost  ty,”  he  said 
elude  the  convention  sermon,  by  Jerry  impossible.  high  in  the  convention,  and  we  think 

Vines,  co-pastor  of  First  Baptist  Further,  convention  planners  it  will  be  a  full  hoyse.” 

Church  of  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  at  noon  wanted  to  have  thereport  on  Tuesday,  main  hall  of  the  convention  site 

Wednesday,  June  17;  the  president’s  the  meeting’s  busiest  and  most  highly  27,000  messengers,  and  two 

address,  by  Adrian  Rogers,  pastor  of  attended  day,  so  as  many  convention  m^erfiow  halls  will  hold  i  son  earh 
Bellevue  Baptist  Church  of  Memphis,  messengers  as  possible  can  par- 

Tfenn.,  Tuesday  morning;  and  two  ticipate  in  the  process.  It  also  was  Because  of  the  crowded  conditions, 
“mountain  peaks”  —  the  mission  placed  immediately  following  the  SBC  access  to  meeting  halls  will  be  limited 
boards’  reports  —  on  Tuesday  and  Foreign  Mission  Board  report,  one  of  registered  me^ngers,  program 
Wednesday  nights.  the  meeting’s  most  popular  features.  I^*'t>cipants,  and  press,  at  least 

The  June  meeting  also  will  feature  “We  knew  there  would  be  a  high  in-  ^^rough  Wednesday  morning,  Coffey 
what  is  scheduled  to  be  the  final  terest  for  both  reports,  and  by  placing 

report  of  the  SBC  Peace  Committee,  '  them  back-to-back,  the  Peace  (Ikim-  "We  don’t  like  to  do  that,  but  it’s  just 
created  in  1965  to  help  end  theological  mittee  can  address  the -largest  necessary  to  see  that  those  who  are 
and  political  controversy  within  the  number  of  messengers,”  Coffey  said,  voting  messengers  get  a  seat,”  he  ex¬ 
convention.  The  Peace  Committee  As  with  the  1986  meeting  in  Atlan-  plained.  The  rule  also  will  apply  to 
report  is  set  for  Tuesday  night,  from  ta,  the  1987  SBC  in  St.  Louis  will  children  of  registered  messengers,  he 
8;50to9;20.  feature  a  large  percentage  of  its  added;  “Well  have  limited  child  care, 

The  Order  of  Business  Committee  business  on  Tuesday,  the  Amarillo  and  that  probably  will  have  to  be  on 
considered  several  factors  as  it  deter-  pastor  said;  “We’re  trying  pretty  well  a  first-come,  first-served  basis.  We 
mined  when  to  locate  the  Peace  Ctom-  to  get  a  lot  of  the  major  business  done  feel  that  even  though  it’s  a  difficult 
mittee  report,  Coffey  said.  “We  felt  we  on  Tuesday.  We  feel  until  we  get  a  lot  thing,  we’ll  have  to  follow  the  policy 


USED  HANDBELLS  WANTED: 
Beginning  set  for  small  church. 
Send  informataion  —  Enterprise 
Baptist  diurch,  Rt.  5,  Box  29A. 
Liberty.  MS  3964S. 


1965  SILVER  EAGLE  BUS,  46  pas¬ 
sengers,  excellent  condition.  Con¬ 
tact  Drew  Baptist  Church,  139  South 
Church  Street,  Drew,  MS  38737. 
(601)  745-8744. 


^issisSlDDi  B&Dtist  activities  some  are  too  young  to  be  seeking  reversal  of  a  lower  court  deci- 

*  '  *  messengers.”  sion  that  a  nativity  scene  display  in 

WMU  Annual  Meeting;  FBC,  Gulfport;  a p.m.,  16th-4  p.nji.,  17th  Anticipating  crowded  conditions,  the  lobby  of  Chicago’s  City  Hall  dur- 
(WMU)  Coffey  advised  messengers  to  plan  to  ing  the  (Christmas  season  did  not 

“Beginning  the  Journey  Toward  Shared  Ministry”  Conference;  come  early  and  stay  put.  Doors  to  the  violate  the  First  Amendment’s  pro- 
Holiday  Inn,  Downtown,  Jackson;  9  a.m.-3  p.m.  (CAPM)  convention  center  will  open  at  7  a.m.  hibition  on  “establishment  of 

“Beginning  the  Journey  Tbward  Shared  Ministry”  (Conference;  each  day,  an  hour  and  a  half  before  religion.” 

Best  Western  Trace  Inn,  Tupelo;  9  a.m.-3  p.m.  (CAPM)  the  morning  sessions  start,  and  he  A  U.S.  District  Judge  rejected  the 

Cliurch  Drama/Music  Conference  &  Rec  Mini-Lab;  Broadmoor  suggested  that  messengers  who  want  argument  tha4  display  of  a  religious 
BC,  Jackson ;  7  p.m.,  20th-3;30  p.m.,  21st  (CM/CT)  to  get  good  seats  should  arrive  early,  symbol  by  the  city  was  an  unconstitu- 

GA  Mother/Dau^ter  Weekend;  (Camp  Garaywa;  4  p.m.,  20th-l  “When  people  go  (to  the  center),  they  tional  endorsement  of  religion  1^  the 
p  m  ,  21st  (WMU)  need  to  plan  to  stay,"  he  added.  “It  will  city.  The  judge’s  ruling  called  the 

Baptist  Men’s  (Conference;  Parkway  BC,  Jackson;  10 a.m.-3  p.m.  be  that  crowded.”  creche  an  appropriate  symbol  of  the 

IBRD)  .  Marv  Knox  is  BP  feature  editor.  nation’s  Christian  heritage. 


CONTINUING  EDUCATION  for 
pastors  and  staff  through  in¬ 
dividual  study  offered  by  Southern 
Baptist  Center  for  Biblical  Studies, 
5238  San  Juan  Avenue,  Jackson¬ 
ville.  FL  32210. 1(904)384-8440.  Call 
or  write  for  information. 


CAMP  AGAPE  now  renting  for 
spring  and  summer.  Cabins  for  40 
by  spring-fed  lake.  Located  near 
Taylorsville.  Call  Stan  Hoven  at 
649-0444. 
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Radio-TV  Commission  income 
falls  below  expectations 


Judge  bans  textbooks 
in  First  Amendment  case 


By  Stan  Hastey 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  A  fetteral  the  state  and  a  denial  <rf  the  free  ex¬ 
judge  has  banned  37  American  ercise  rights  of  parents  who  claimed 
history,  social  studies  and  home  their  own  religious  values  were 
economics  textbooks  from  Alabama  denigrated  or  ignored, 
schools  on  grounds  they  teach  the  “Secular  humanism  is  religion  for 
religim  of  “secular  humanism”  in  First  Amendment  purposes  because 
violation  of  the  First  Amendment.  it  makes  statements  t»sed  on  faith- 
In  a  111-page  opinion  issued  March  assumptions.”  he  ruled,  adding:  “A 
4,  Judge  W.R  Hand  of  the  U.S.  District  statement  that  there  is  no  transcen- 
Cmirt  for  Southern  Alabama  sided  dent  or  supernatural  reality  is  a 
with  more  than  6(X)  plaintiffs  in  religious  statemrat.” 

Mobile,  Ala.  —  including  parents  and  Secular  humanism  is  a  religion,  he 
schoolteachers  —  who  claimed  the  wrote  further,  because  it  has  texts 
challenged  books  ignore  Christianity  considered  sacred  —  the  much- 
and  other  faiths  while  teaching  anti-  puUicized  Humanist  Manifestos  I  and 
Christian,  humanistic  values.  The  II  and  the  Seculai^Humanist  Declara- 
decision,  which  is  expected  to  be  tion.  It  maintains  an  institutional 
challenged  in  the  nth  Circuit  Court  of  structure  in  the  form  of  such 
Appeals,  applies  only  to  Alabama  organizations  as  the  American 
sch(x>ls.  Humanist  AssociatkHi,  the  Council  for 

Hand  said  he  agreed  with  the  Democratic  and  Secular  Humanism 
assessments  of  some  “expert”  and  the  Fellowship  of  Religious 
witnesses  during  the  trial  that  the  Humanists,  and  through  such  ptdrlica- 
general  condition  of  American  public  tions  as  Free  Inquiry.  The  Humanist 
education  is  “abominable”  and  that  and  f^x^ressive  Wwld. 
primary  and  secondary  schools  are  in  “The  most  important  belief  of  this 
a  "mess.”  religion  is  its  denial  of  the  transcen- 

He  described  the  textbooks  banned  dent  and/or  supernatural :  there  is  no 
in  his  ruling  as  “deplorable.”  par-  God,  no  creator,  no  divinity.”  Hand 
ticularly  American  history  volumes  concluded. 

that  “discriminate  against  the  very  He  also  criticized  textbook 
concept  of  religion,  and  theistic  publishers,  saying  they  “are  more* 
religions  in  particular,  by  omissions  concerned  with  their  pocket  book  than 
so  serious  that  a  student  learning  anything  else.” 
history  from  them  would  not  be  ap-  As  for  the  parents  who  brought  the 
prised  of  relevant  facts  about  challenge.  Hand  said  their  case  did 
America’s  history.”  not  “represent  an  attempt  of  narrow- 

The  banished  series  of  social  minded  or  fanatical  pro-religionists  to 


NA^VILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  In  September  of  1986,  the  special  they  have  revamped  their  approach  to 
Mennbers  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Coo-  study  committee  and  Executive  (IJom-  fund  raising  and  will  try  out  the  new 
vention’s  Executive  Committee  have  mittee  President  Harold  C.  Bennett  method  in  a  springtime  campaign  in 
expressed  “concerns”  over  the  finan-  reviewed  the  terms  of  a  $10  million  Atlanta.  The  commission  is  to  report- 
cial  future  of  the  SBC  Radio  and  loan  from  Central  Bank  of  Walnut  to  the  special  study  committee  and 
Television  Commission  after  being  Creek,  Calif.  the  business  and  finance  subcommit- 

told  efforts  at  fund  raising  and  syn-  -Ingraham  told  Baptist  Press  the  tee  in  June  on  the  success  of  the  new 
dication  are  below  expectations.  business  and  finance  subcommittee  approach. 

During  the  February  meeting  of  the  met  during  the  February  meeting  Ingraham  also  said  RTVC  trustees 
Executive  Committ^,  Frank  In-  with  RTVC  representatives  Jimmy  R.  will  meet  in  a  retreat  and  board 
graham,  a  Nashville,  Tenn.,  attorney  Allen,  president;  Richard  T.  McCart-  meeting  in  April  to  “restrategize  their 
and  chairman  of  the  Executive  Com-  ney,  executive  vice  president;  Jim  approach  for  fund  raising  and  finan- 
mittee’s  business  and  finance  subcom-  Edwards,  senior  vice  president  and  cing  the  organization.” 
mittee,  said  three  primary  concerns  chief  financial  officer,  and  TW.  Terral,  “I  wish  them  every  good  fortune,” 
surfaced  during  a  review  of  financial  immediate  past  chairman  of  RTVC  Ingraham  said,  adding  the  Ebcecutive 
materials  provided  by  the  RTVC.  trustees  and  a  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  Committee  members  “will  keep 

“First,  the  revenues  from  program  pastor.  ourselves  informed  as  to  the  financial 

syndication  are  not  generating  the  ‘They  expressed  concerns  about  status.” 
amount  of  funds  projected;  '  their  particular  status  right  now,”  In-  I 


FMB  spends 
$8.8  million 
for  hunger 


Bv  .Martv  (  roll 

RICHMO.ND.  Va.  ( BP) Southern 
Baptists  last  year  continued  to  feed 
starving  Ethiopians  and  helped 
remote  Peruvians  irrigate  parched 
fields. 

Worldhurtger  offerings  of  nearly  $8 
million,  given  through  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  Foreign  Mission  Board,  sub¬ 
sidized  other  projects,  too.  In  all.  176 
immediate  and  long-term  relief  pro¬ 
jects  helped  people  in  41  nations. 

During  the  year,  the  board  spent  and  other  places,”  while  the  challeng- 
about  $8.8  million  to  help  meet  human  ed  home  economics  books  advocate 
needs  overseas.  “humanistic  psychology.” 

And  unlike  those  who  administer  Hand  ruled  that  taken  together,  the 
such  programs  through  secular  agen-  books  amounted  to  an  unconstitu- 
cies.  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  tional  establishment  of  secular 
offered  relief  as  th^  taught  nationals  humanism  as  the  approved  religicm  of 


Why  pay  more?  The  average  funeral  costs  around 
$3,000.  But  now  there  is  an  alternative.  Malatesta  Funeral 
Service  offers  a  complete  funeral  and  casket  for  $895. 
We  have  a  selection  of  over  100  caskets  and  urns 
available  at  less  than  traditional  prices. 


Malatesta  Funeral  Service 

103  W.  Northside  Dr.  Jackson,  MS  39206 

''An  Affordable  Alternative" 


Rock  music  explored  by 
Curry  at  First,  Richland 


Quality  Caskets  For  Less  Than  Traditional  Prices 


Arrangements  Made  In  Your  Home  Upon  Request 


We  Honor  All  Burial  Policies 


MALATESTA  PLEDGE:  We  pledge  to  give  quality  service 
at  a  substantial  savings  to  each  family  that  we  serve. 


Call  For  Free  Consultation 


David  Edward  Malatesta 

Licensed  Funeral  Director 

366-6565 


Ministry  groups  plan 
simultaneous  meetings 


The  annual  Baptist  Men’s 
Conference,  March  21,  begins 
at  10  a. m.  at  Parkway  Baptist 
Church,  Jackson,  with 
ministry  group  conferences. 
Stories  of  these  meetings 
follow.  The  banquet  begins  at 
11:30  a.m.,  and  a  general  ses¬ 
sion  at  1  p.m.  The  banquet 
costs  $6  per  person.  Make 
reservations  through  the 
Brotherhood  Department  of¬ 
fice,  phone  968-3800. 

Educational 

missions 

Educators  who  are  members  of 
Baptist  churches  are  going  to  gather 
for  the  second  annual  meeting  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Educational  Mis¬ 
sions  Fellowship.  The  first  Educa¬ 
tional  Fellowship  in  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention,  the  Educators 
Fellow^ship  in  Mississippi  is  becoming 
a  model  for  the  development  of  other 
state  convention  educational 
fellowships. 

Several  of  the  members  of  the 
fellowship  participated  in  volunteer 
mission  projects  this  year.  Hal 
Buchanan  of  Tupelo  and  Lisso  Sim¬ 
mons  will  be  sharing  their  ex¬ 
periences  in  volunteer  missions  at  the 
annual  meeting. 

A  great  deal  of  interest  is  develop¬ 
ing  in  the  Jamaician  project  among 
the  membership  of  the  fellowship. 
This  project  will  be  considered 
strongly  as  a  possible  major  project 
of  the  Educational  Missions 
Fellowship. 

Jail/prison 

conference 

Baptist  men  should  attend  the 
Jail/Prison  Conference  because;  we 
have  a  biblical  mandate  from  Christ 
to  be  involved  in  ministry  to  persons 
who  are  incarcerated.  (Matt. 
25:31-46) ;  every  prisoner  in  the  state 
penal  system  spends  some  time  in  the 
local  jail;  every  county  in  Mississip¬ 
pi  has  at  least  one  local  jail  having 
prisoners  who  need  ministry ;  ever>’ 
prisoner  has  an  average  of  five  famil- 
ly  members  who  have  special  needs ; 
we  need  to  know  about  the  special 
needs  of  prisoners  and  their  families; 
and  we  need  to  know  how  to  minister 
effectively,  to  all  these  people. 

(Charles  Jones,  who  directs  the  Par- 
chman  ministry  and  is  Sunflower 
director  of  Mission,  will  be  conference 
leader. 

Church 

renewal 

Now  that  many  of  our  churches 
have  had  the  doctrine  study  using 
Findley  Edge’s  book  The  Doctrine  of 
the  Laity,  we  are  ready  to  launch  in¬ 
to  the  Year  of  the  Laity  for  1968-89. 
The  purpose  of  the  Year  of  the  Laity 
is  to  awaken  the  laity  to  their  call  and 
giftedness;  to  deepen  believers’  per¬ 
sonal  relationship  with  Jesus  Christ; 
and  to  equip,  develop,  and  release 
more  effective  ministers  and 


witnesses  in  the  marketplace  and  in 
the  church. 

This  year  our  Church  Renewal 
Fellowship  will  feature  Doyle  Penn¬ 
ington,  renewal  liaison,  for  the  Home 
Mission  Board.  Doyle  will  have  infor¬ 
mation  concerning  the  lates^t  |rians  for 
the  Year  of  the  Laity  which  will  en¬ 
compass  all  the  organizations  of  the 
church.  Woman’s  Missionary  Union 
and  church  training  joins 
Brotherhood  in  the  sponsorship  of  this 
emphasis. 

In  our  conference,  we  shall  hear 
testimonies  from  a  pastor  and  a 
layman,  concerning  the  experience  of 
renewal  in  their  churches.  The  pastor 
can  share  that  approximately  20  or 
more  souls  were  saved  during  and  im¬ 
mediately  following  the  Lay  Renewal 
Weekend  in  his  church. 

Even  though  this  is  a  Baptist  Men’s 
Conference,  we  encourage  women  to 
attend  the  Church  Renewal 
Fellowship  meeting. 

Construction 

fellowship 

The  1987  Baptist  Men’s  Conference 
will  see  the  beginning  of  a  new 
fellowship  in  Mississippi.  Over  the 
last  several  years,  one  of  the  greatest 
mission  involvements  has  been  in  the 
area  of  construction  work. 

Many  people  in  the  state  have  ex¬ 
pressed  a  desire  for  a  fellowship  to 
serve  those  who  are  in  the  construc¬ 
tion  business  or  have  an  interest  in  the 
work.  The  new  fellowship  will  meet 
all  of  these  needs. 

M.  B.  Howard,  a  retired  construc¬ 
tion  coordinator  with  the  Brotherhood 
Commission,  will  be  at  the  meeting  to 
share  the  possibilities  of  the  new 
fellowship. 

Also,  several  individuals  from 
Mississippi  will  tell  about  their  ex¬ 
periences  with^construction  work  in 
volunteer  missions.  Possible  work 
projects  for  1987  will  also  be 
presented. 

Agricultural 

missions 

The  Mississippi  Agricultural  Mis¬ 
sions  fellowship  was  organized  in  1985 
sponsored  by  the  state  Brotherhood 
Department.  The  objective  of  the 
fellowship  is  to  foster  and  promote 
Christian  service  by  members  of  the 
agricultural  community. 

God  has  richly  blessed  our 
fellowship  these  first  two  years.  Hun¬ 
dreds  of  laypeople  from  throughout 
the  state  have  given  their  support, 
realizing  that  this  is  a  good  opportuni¬ 
ty  for  direct  mission  support. 

“Although  the  fellowship  works 
through  the  Brotherhood  office  and 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board,  we  are  in 
direct  contact  with  the  missionaries. 
They  explain  to  us  their  needs  and  we 
try  to  find  the  people,  money  or  sup¬ 
plies  to  meet  those  needs,”  said  Don 
Blasingame  of  the  fellowship. 

Since  1985,  the  fellowship  has  had 
projects  in  Mexico,  Ontral  America, 
Brazil,  Peru,  Senegal  and  Burkina 
Faso.  The  group  now  has  on  file  re¬ 
quests  from  missionaries  in  Elcuador, 


Honduras,  Nigeria,  the  Philippines, 
Kenya,  and  Malawi. 

We  have  more  requests  than 
volunteers. 

^Volunteers 
in  Missions 

Representatives  from  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board  and  the  Home  Mission 
Board  will  be  leading  conferences  for 
persons  interested  in  exploring 
various  areas  of  Mission  Service 
Corps  work.  Approximately  2,(XX) 
volunteers  across  our  world  are  giv¬ 
ing  a  year  to  two  years  of  their  time 
to  some  area  of  mission  work.  James 
Cecil,  laity  abroad  coordinator  at  the 
FMB,  and  Maurite  Hurley,  represen¬ 
ting  the  Home  Mission  Board,  will  be 
leading  such  conferences. 

Prayer 

conference 

“We  need  to  walk  with  our  Lord  and 
ascertain  the  mind  of  God  if  we  are 
in  his  work,”  said  Guy  Henderson 
conference  leader.  “Our  great  need  is 
a  wholehearted  return  to  the  plan  and 
purpose  of  God.  A  vast  army  of 
prayer  warriors  is  needed,”  says 
Henderson  MBCB  evangelism 
director. 

“This  conference  will  make  us  con¬ 
scious  of  our  weakness  without  prayer 
and  the  strength  and  ministries  that 
are  opened  when  we  pray.  Prayer 
opens  the  mind  and  our  eyes  to  see  the 
need.  Prayer  gives  a  holy  boldness  to 
walk  through  these  doors,”  says 
Henderson. 

“Our  churches  can  function  without 
many  things  but  we  cannot  survive 
spiritually  without  prayer.  Prayer 
ministries  are  desperately  needed  in 
every  church.  Learn  how  to  begin  and 
continue  a  ministry  of  prayer  in  your 
church,”  says  Henderson. 

Gifts  total 
$1.4  million 
for  February 

Church  gifts  through  the 
dkraperatiave  Program  in  Mississip¬ 
pi  totaled  $1,414,651  in  February,  ac¬ 
cording  to  an  announcement  by  Earl 
Kelly,  executive  secretary-treasurer 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board. 

This  is  $86,712  more  than  that 
registered  for  February  of  1986,  but 
the  January-February  total  of 
$3,195,444  is  $76,809  less  than  that 
given  for  the  corresponding  first  two 
months  of  1986. 

The  two-month  budget  amount 
places  Mississippi  Baptists  ahead  of 
the  pro  rata  amount  needed  on  a  mon¬ 
thly  basis  to  fully  fund  their  ministries 
set  during  their  convention  last  year. 
The  pro  rata  amount  would  be 
»,025,000.  'This  makes  $170,444  more 
in  hand  than  the  monthly 
requirement. 


The  test  of  a  man’s  religion  is  his 
week-day  behavior. 


- Devotional - 

Nervous  breakdown 

By  Olyn  Roberts 
Isaiah  28:3 


Mib 


Have  you  heard  the  parable  of 
the  clock  that  had  the  nervous 
breakdown?  It  seems  that  this  new 
clock  was  tick¬ 
ing  away  on  the 
shelf,  two  ticks 
to  the  second 
as  any  good, 
self-respecting 
clock  should 
tick,  when  it 
.  began  to  think 

'  how  many 

Roberts  times  it  was  go¬ 

ing  to  have  to  tick.  ‘Two  ticks  to  the 
second  means  120  ticks  per 
minute,”  it  mused.  That’S  7,200 
ticks  per  hour,  172,800  ticks  per  day, 
1,209,600  ticks  per  week  foi;  52 
weeks,  and  a  total  of  62,899,200 
ticks  per  year.  Horrors!  And 

straight  away  the  clock  had  a  ner¬ 
vous  breakdown. 


The  clock  was  taken  to  a 
psychiatrist  who  patched  up  the 
mainspring  as  well  as  he  could 
and  then  asked,  “Clock,  what’s 
your  trouble?”  “Oh,  doctor,”  wail¬ 
ed  the  clock,  “I  have  to  tick  so 
much,  I  have  to  tick  two  ticks  to  the 
second  and  120  ticks  per  minute 
and  7,200  ticks  per  hour  and  . . . .” 


“Hold  it!”  the  psychiatrist  cut  in. 
How  many  ticks  do  you  have  to  tick 


at  a  time?  ”  “Oh,  I  just  have  to  tick 
one  tick  at  a  time,”  was  the  reply. 

“Then  let  me  make  a  sugges¬ 
tion,”  replied  the  doctor.  “You  go 
home  and  try  ticking  one  tick  at  a 
time.  Don’t  even  think  about  the 
next  tick  until  you  get  this  tick  tick¬ 
ed.  I  believe  you’ll  improve  rapid¬ 
ly.”  That  was  twenty  years  ago, 
and  the  clock  is  still  ticking 
perfectly  —  one  tick  at  a  time. 

'  We  need  to  follow  the  philosophy 
of  the  parrot  that  lived  in  a  cage 
beside  a  revolving  door  in  a 
restaurant.  He  had  a  limited 
vocabulary;  in  fact,  all  he  could 
say  was,  “One  at  a  time,  please.” 
On  one  occasion  this  parrot 
escaped  from  hig  cage,  flew  out  a 
window,  and  took  refuge  in  a  small 
clump  of  trees  nearby.  When  his 
owner  found  him,  the  bird  was  in 
bad  shape;  he  had  unfortunately 
chosen  as  his  roosting  place  a  limb 
from  which  hung  a  giant  wasp 
nest.  The  insects  had  stung  the 
parrot  until  he  was  almost  dead, 
but  feebly  he  croaked,  “One  at  a 
time,  please,  one  at  a  time.”  His 
vocabulary  may  have  been 
limited,  but  he  had  a  first-class 
idea  of  how  to  meet  trouble. 

Oiyn  Roberts  is  director  of  mis¬ 
sions,  Adams  and  Union 
associations. 


WMU  meeting 

^  (Continued  from  page  3) 

9:30  a.m. 

’Wilda  Fancher  presiding 

Hymns  of  Praise 

Prayer  Gail  Benedict 

GIFTED  TO  SERVE  .  .  . 


around  the  world 
Centennial  Hymn 
Offertory  Prayer 
Offering 

GIFTED  TO  SERVE  .  .  . 
in  Mississippi 

Recognition  of  missionary  parents 
Hymn 

Solo:  “We  Will  Starrd” 

GIFTED  TO  SERVE  ... 

in  New  Orleans 
Prayer 

11:30-1:30 

.  Lunch 

Mission  Tours 
Tuesday 
1:15  p.m. 

Presession  Inspiration 
Hymns  of  Praise 
Prayer 

GIFTED  TO  SERVE  .  .  . 


John  Mills 

Jerry  Kemp 

/ 

Chester  Vaughn 
Sue  Tatum 

James  Neil  Fancher 

Gwen  Williams 
Vivian  Taylor 


-  Cathleen  Parker 


in  Mississippi  WMU  Marjean  Patterson 

Recognition  of  DISTINGUISHED  CHURCHES  AND 
ASSOCIATIONS 
GIFTED  TO  SERVE  .  .  . 


bring  in  Home  Missions 
Centennial  Hymn 
Solo:  "O  Lord  Most  Holy” 
GIFTED  TO  SERVE  ...  , 

Duet:  "Broken  and  Spilled  Out” 

Prayer 


Judy  Edwards 

Rob  Robbins 
Carolyn  Weatherford 
Rob  Robbins  and 
James  Neil  Fancher  ’ 
Martha  Osborne 
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Sara  Kathryn  Crawford  greets  guests  at  reception  in  her  honor.  (Photo  by  Tim  Nicholas)  ‘^vonte  Btble  verses  are  Isaiah  53:6 
'  and  Philippians  4:8. 

theology,  etc.  for  one  of  ^ra’s  sisters),  lives  with  “My  goal  in  life,”  she  supposes,  “has 

Other  jobs  later  included  working  them  at  1939  Shamrock  Drive,  been  to  be  the  best  Christian  I  could 
for  Brother  Martin  Gilbert  in  what  Jackson.  A  graduate  of  Mississippi  be.  In  retirement  I  just  want  to  do 
was  then  the  Rural  Church  Depart-  College,  she  teaches  at  Van  Winkle  what  the  Lord  wants  me  to  do.  I  im- 
ment,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Public  School.  agine  I  will  take  care  of  my  family,  en- 

Board,  and  being  financial  secretary  Since  James'is  retired  also,  from  his  joy  being  with  my  brothers  and 
for  Alta  Woods  and  Hillcrest  churches,  job  with  Standard  Oil  as  an  accoun-  sisters,  and  witness  and  minister 
Her  wedding  anniversary  is  only  tant  —  yes,  both  have  worked  with  however  and  whenever  I  can.” 
four  days  past  her  birthday.  She  and  figures  —  they  will  have  more  time  to  She  insists  that  she  has  had  an  or- 
James  Crawford  met  at  Battlefield  take  trips  to  see  relatives,  and  to  go  dinary  life.  I  told  her  that  her  life  and 
Park,  when  both  went  to  a  Training  on  picnics.  her  attitude  have  been  inspiring  to 

Union  party  given  by  First  Baptist  FTobably  the  biggest  problem  she  me  Since  Sara  has  not  had  any  grand- 
Church,  Jackson,  where  both  were  has  had  was  the  time  James  had  children  and  has  not  taken  any  big 
members.  He  was  from  TVlertown.  heart  surgery.  But  he  got  along  well  trips,  someone  told  her  she  just  had 
They  got' married  in  her  parents’  and  is  doing  fine  now.  “I  don’t  ponder  not  done  anything!  But  to  that  person 
home  in  Cliarleston  on  March  5, 1948.  on  life  much,”  she  smd.  “I  just  live  it.  Sara  replied,  “I  challenge  you  to  say 
Their  only  child,  Mildred  (named  Whatever  has  happened  all  along,  I  you  have  had  any  more  fun!” 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Volunteer  missions  tunities.  Many  Mission  Service  Corps  cion  that  if  a  strong  conservative,  pro- 

SUDDort  volunteers  go  to  their  fields  not  hav-  life  man  had  been  elected  to  head  up 

ppu  ^  support  and  are  hindered  the  CLC  by  such  a  slight  majority  that 

Editor  :  in  their  ministi^  because  of  the  finan-  the  Baptist  Press  would  still  be  prin- 

I  write  as  a  meai^  of  publicly,  ex-  cial  needs  that  must  be  met.  We  ting  stories  decrying  the  close  vote 

pressing  our  appreciation  to  the  Cen-  sincerely  believe  that  the  Lord  will  and  saying  that  the  man  who  was 

treville  Baptist  Church  and  to  ac-  bless  a  church  which  makes  the  kind  elected  should  not  have  accepted  the 
quaint  other  churches  of  the  privilege  of  commitment  which  our  church  has  position  unless  he  had  a  clear  man- 
which  can  be  theirs  to  support  mission  made  and  we  encourage  other  con-  date  from  the  overwhelming  majori- 
work  in  pioneer  areas.  gregations  to  explore  the  oppor-  ty  of  Southern  Baptists. 

Our  son,  Mark,  is  a  Mission  Service  tunities  and  privilege  which  can  be  I  may  be  wrong,  but  I  am  waiting 

Corps  volunteer  appointed  as  theirs.  for  that  day  in  the  near  future,  when 

Associate  BSU  Director  at  the  Univer-  M.  D.  Wallace  the  first  man  is  elected  to  be  head  of 

sity  of  Minnesota,  Minneapolis-St.  Centreville  a  SBC  agency  by  a  very  slim  majori- 

Paul.  MSC  volunteers  must  provide  o  •  ».  i  ^ 

their  own  financial  support;  and  our  Scriptural  acceptance 

church,  as  well  as  individual  Editor: 


Baptist  Press  would  not  editorialize  ucts  of  the  colleges  but  of  the  homes 
on  the  vote  regardless  of  its  percen-  from  whence  they  came.  That  being 
tage  or  winner. —  Editor  the  case,  I  think  you  will  find  those 

Filling  the  void  are  d^ply  committed  to  Christ 

n  P  It  you  will  take  the  time  to  seek  them 

Editor: '  ,  out.  —  Editor 

After  attending  Samford  University 
and  presently  at  Mississippi  College,  Nearer  50-50 
it  really  hurts  to  see  too  much  em¬ 
phasis  on  the  “fine  education”  and 
none  on  Jesus  (perhaps  there’s  more 
of  education  being  stressed  than  of 
Jesus).  Apathy  runs  more  deep  on 
Baptist  campuses,  too  deep;  students 


Editor: 

Your  editorial  in  the  February  26 
issue  of  the  Baptist  Record  was  in¬ 
teresting  to  say  the  least. 

You  state  that  ninety-nine  percent  of 
ty  who  also  happens  to  be  identified  claiming  to  be  Christians’  usually  Southern  Baptists  believe  in  the  iner¬ 
rancy  of  the  scripture  when  it  is  defin¬ 
ed  as  the  inerrantists  define  it,  and 
that  ninety-nine  percent  of  Southern 
Baptists  are  conservatives.  Obvious¬ 
ly,  something  is  wrong.  I  would 
estimate  it  nearer  50/50. 

My  family,  and  my  father,  and  my 
grandfather,  and  back  as  far  as  we 
can  trace,  have  been  Baptist.  I  am  not 
a  fundamentalist  or  an  inerrancy  per¬ 
son.  I  have  always  been  taught  that 
Baptists  believed  in  and  had  “free 
will.”  A  good  many  people  have 
already  quit  the  Baptist  church  and 


with  the  conservative  majority,  or  as  don’t  follow  Jesus  more  than  going  to 
you  might  say  the  “right-wingers”  in  church  and  don’t  open  their  Bibles  un- 
inembers,  is  providing  80  percent  of  i  am  writing  in  regard  to  the  recent  the  convention,  and  then  see  how  the  til  in  New  'Testament  class.  'The  issue 
his  total  support.  election  of  Mr.  Shackleford  to  the  of-  Baptist  Press  covers  the  story.  today  is  not  that  Baptist  tuition  is  ris- 

What  makes  this  even  more  com-  fice  of  vice-president  for  public  rela-  I  hope  I  am  wrong,  but  time  will  ing,  but  that  most  students  are  startled 

mendable  is  the  fact  that  we  have  tions  of  the  ^uthem  Baptist  Conven-  tell.  to  hear  Jesus  mentioned  out  of  chapel, 

been  a  part  of  this  congregation  for  tion  Executive  Committee.  I  was  sur-  David  W.  Allen,  Pastor  Tbo  many  students  are  hurting,  de- 

only  three  years,  during  which  time  prised  that  he  accepted  the  position  on  Shuqualak  Baptist  Church  spaired,  lost  and  we  try  to  fill  the  void 

Mark  has  been  a  student  in  New  such  a  divided  vote.  I  know  that  very  with  “religious”  education. 

Orleans  Seminary.  So  you  see  this  is  few  pastors  would  accept  the  call  to  The  term,  “right  wing,”  was  used  to  Oh,  if  we  could  realize  Jesus  is  the 
not  a  matter  of  sending  a  native  son  a  church  if  they  only  received  55  per-  try  to  get  away  from  the  use  of  fun-  Way,  Truth,  and  Life,  for  he  cares 
but  a  group  of  people  willing  to  supply  cent  of  the  vote.  damentalist.  My  understanding  is  more  about  souls  than  our  Baptist 

the  financial  support  so  that  another  it  was  interesting  that  two  of  the  that  the  latter  word  is  not  ap-  diploma.  . 

might  go.  men  on  the  Executive  Committee  who  predated,  so  I  am  glad  to  try  to  find  Let  me  not  be  noted  for  being 

I  include  some  figures  to  give  an  opposed  his  election  were  pastors  something  else.  The  problem  is  that  critical,  but  merely  stating  our  Bap- 
idea  of  the  tremendous  opportunities  from  Mr.  Shackleford’s  home  state  of  just  about  everybody  is  truly  conser-  ti^t  schools  need  Jesus  more  than 
for  ministry  on  this  field.  The  Twin  'Tennessee.  I  asked  myself  why  those  vative;  and,  ^  since  there  are  two  recognition  plagues  and  endowment 
Cities  area  is  one  and  one-half  the  size  pastors  and  the  others  on  the  Ex-  groups,  they  have  to  be  identified  funds, 
of  New  Orleans  with  only  12  churches  ecutive  Committee  would  oppose  Mr.  some  way.  So  I  came  up  with  the  idea  Glenn  E.  Davis 

and  missions,  the  largest  having  29  Shackleford.  of  using  the  right  wing  group  of  the  Miss.  College 

members.  'The  University  of  Min-  I  hope  that  in  the  next  year  Mr.  conservatives  and  the  moderate  Clinton,  MS' 

nesota  campus  alone  has  60,000  Shackleford  will  prove  their  fears  group  of  the  conservatives.  We  cant 

students;  2,500  or  more  of  these  are  wrong  in  showing  that  he  can  and  will  use  left  wing  for  tl^  moderates.  In  all  due  respect,  1  think  we  ail 

internationals,  one  of  the  largest  con-  be  more  objective  in  covering  the  con-  because  they  are  not.  We  cant  use  were  more  keenly  aware  of  conditions 
tingents  of  these  in  the  U.S.  'ITiere  are  troversy  we  are  now  experiencing.  middle  of  the  road,  or  center,  in  speak-  while  we  were  in  college  than  we  were 
17  other  colleges  and  schools  with  an  In  the  recent  election  of  Shackleford  ing  of  the  moderates,  for  the  right  thereafter  and  more  critical.  Aerial- 

enrollment  of  40,000,  and  BSU  work  is  and  of  Dr.  Baker  to  the  head  of  the  wingers  would  feel  that  position  ly.  I  am  afraid  you  will  find  that  the 
being  done  in  only  three  Christian  Life  Commission  I  was  sur-  belongs  to  them.  Therefore  the  attitijiies  you  are  finding  in  college  are 

"IVuly  “the  fields  are  white  unto  prised  that  the  Baptist  Press  and  state  designations  of  right  wing  and  about  the  same  as  you  will  find  as  you 
harvest”  and  if  we  are  to  meet  the^  editore  didn’t  say  more  about  the  moderate.  Adrian  Rogers  was  elected  go  through  life.  'The  students  you  have 
goals  of  Bold  Mission  'Thrust  we  must  closeness  <rf  the  two  votes.  In  the  back  president  of  the  'convention  by  a  55  found  ip  the  schools  you  have  and  are 
get  involved  in  direct  mission  oppor-  of  my  mind  I  have  a  sneaking  siupi-  percent  vote,  and  he  accepted  and  attending  are  not  so  much  the  prod- 
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Intensive  care 


BWA.  will  send  Bible 
study  material  to  Russia 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Bible  study  man  of  the  Council  of  Religious  Af-  no  political  obstacles  to  the  -pj  .  L.  J 

material  in  the  Russian  language  is  fairs  of  the  Soviet  Council  of  importation.  i  reventlVC  metllOClS 

to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  Ministers.  Fifteen  volumes  of  the  17-volume 

evangelical  pastors  and  church  Also  participating  were  BWA  Depu-  set  have  been  translated  and  the  two  By  Joe  Stovall 

workers  in  the  Soviet  Union  following  ty  General  S^retary  Denton  Lotz  of  final  volumes  are  in  production.  The  Let  us  consider  some  methods  that 

a  decade-long  effort  by  the  Baptist  Washington;  European  Baptist  work  was  translated  into  Russian  by  may  be  used  in  prev^ting  drugs  from 
World  Alliance  and  the  Mennonite  Federation  (ileneral  l^retary  Knud  Marvin  Ziegenhagel  of  Mainz,  West  interfering  with  the  lives  of  young  peo- 
Central  Committee.  Wumplemann  of  Copenhagen,  Den-  Germany,  and  will  be  printed  by  the  pt®-  Parental  commumcations  is  near 

The  All-Union  Council  of  mark;  Asian  Baptist  Federation  Mennonite-related  Herald  Press  in  i^e  top  of  the  list.  Communication 
Evangelical  Christians-Baptists  CJeneral  Secretary  Edwin  Lopez  of  Scottsdale,  Pa.  Shipment  of  the  books  must  be  honest  and  open  an(J  kept  that 
(AUCECB)  in  the  USSR  is  to  iweive  Manila,  Philippines;  and  Mennonite  are  being  coordinated  by  the  United  way  if  young  people  relate  well  to  their 
5,000  sets  of  a  Russian-language  World  Conference  Executive  Bible  Societies  international  head-  parents.  Young  people  who  are  con- 
translation  of  the  William  Barclay  Secretary  Paul  Kraybill  of  Akron,  Pa.  quarters  in  Stuttgart,  West  Germany,  versant  with  their  parents  may  share 
Commentary  on  the  New  Testament.  According  to  the  BWA,  the  import  BWA  officials  said  the  project,  to  be  *’0"'  refusing  drugs  or 

The  project,  under  discussion  since  application  approval  is  without  prece-  shared  equally  by  the  BWA  arid  the  avoiding  drugs.  If  the  level  of  com- 
1976  and  in  preparation  for  five  years,  dent  in  terms  of  the  number  of  pieces  Mennonites,  will  cost  $500,000.  They  munication  has  been  good  iathe  past, 
will  result  in  some  75,000  total  of  Christian  literature  authorized  for  added  the  BWA  needs  at  least  $100,000  relevant  communication  about 
volumes  being  distributed  to  importation.  in  gifts  to  be  able  to  meet  its  share,  chemicals  can  help  with  formation  of 

AUCECB  leaders.  The  Barclay  Commentary  was  (Material  for  this  article  was  pro-  attitudes.  Next  is  parents  pointing  out 

BWA  officials  said  the  import  chosen  by  AUCECB  leaders  after  a  vided  by  John  M.  Wilkes,  director  of  ^nd  encouraging  wholesome  extra¬ 
authorization  was  agreed  to  during  a  review  of  sweral  possibilities.  Soviet  communications  for  the  BWA,  and  curricular  activities  such  as  athletics, 
February  meeting  between  AUCECB  leader  Kharchev  said  he  read  the  Stanley  Crabb,  director  of  European  jobs,  and  volunteer  Work.  An  active 
(Jeneral  Secretary  Alexei  M.  Bichkov  commentary  and  found  it  to  be  a  Baptist  Press,  Ruschlikon,  church  program  that  claims  the  in- 
and  Konstantin  M.  Karchev,  chair-  “totally  religious”  work  which  poses  Switzerland.)  terest  of  young  people  can  stihiulate 


Christian  Conciliation  Service 
keeps  peacemaking  out  of  court 
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IMSPmATIOMAL  TRAVEL  —  1987 

Personally  escorted  by  Rev.  John  Adkerson  and  other  experienced  hosts 

TOUR  >HAS4EAUTIFUL  HAWAIt- 
QREAT  GETAWAY,  RT  air  and 
hoM  Much  more  8  days.  Only 
$649  PMase  comparaM 


maala  in  China.  Includaa  Nrat-claas 
and  daluxa  holala;  Baijing  Opara. 
Quilim  FoNi  Show.  Shanghai  circut. 
STir  Li  Rivar  crutaa.  Sugar  shopping 
in  Hong  Kong  and  China.  Churchas. 
saminary  and  mora.  Oaparts  Aug  17 
from  Atlanta,  all  lor  only  $2,649.  I 
dara  you  to  comparai 


TOUR  sHUS-HOLY  LANO/JOR- 
OAN/EQYPT.  todays  Optional ax- 
tansion  to  Europa  6  days  Oaparts 
Juna  23  Only  $1,599 


Add  sales  taxes  to  weddings,  retreats? 


TOUR  xHL  34410tJOAYS  M  HOLY 
LAND.  Going  to  Jordan  and  Israal 
Basic  10  days  Option  to  Egypt  3 
days  Oaparts  Oec  26.  Low  $1 .295 


TOUR  xEUIO-CHRtSTIAN  HERI- 
TAOE  TOUR  OF  EUROPE.  15  days 
London.  Pans,  Switzarland.  Austria. 

Osrmany 

Holland  Oaparts  July  29  Just* 

i 

Hoalsd  52  tours  worWwids 

TOUR  XCH4-BEST  OF  CHINA  to  62  countrtas 

AND  HONG  KONG.  18  days  AN  “Go  wtth  asportanca." 


TALLAHASSEE,  Fla.  (BP)  —  collector,”  said  Dan  Stringer,  of  the  add  the  5  percent  levy  to  their  bills 
Unless  the  Florida  legislature  Florida  Baptist  Convention.  /-.u  i,  j 

changes  its  mind,  churches  in  the  o  i  i:-  .  ^  i  Churches  and  other  non-profil 

state  will  have  to  begin  collecting  Exemption  Re^l  organizaUons  are  also  among  thos« 

sales  tax  on  many  of  the  services  they  .  .  by  the  legisl^ure  last  fall,  who  have  lost  the  exemptions, 

nrm/irio  I®  intended  to  increase  state  revenue  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

proviae.  chortpnina  thp  Hqi  nf  rrmnniTatinnc  Pnvate  schools  Will  be  hard-hit  as 

Weddings,  funerals,  retreats,  even  are3S?S 

Valentine’s  banquets  may  be  subject  thei  “i^m^  miSux^  stxi(\ents  becomes  taxable  Studentsal 

to  sales  tax  when  the  law  goes  into  ef-  th-ir  Svices  Stetson  University,  which  is  owned  b> 

feet  July  1.  Critics  have  charged  the  '  Florida  Baptists,  will  have  to  pay 

new  tax  policy  will  make  churches  the  Accountants,  barbers,  doctors,  and  about  $400  in  sales  tax  on  top  of  their 
agents  of  government.  "This  would  many  others  who  for  years  have  not  tuition,  while  state-owned  schools  will 
put  the  church  in  the  role  of  the  tax  collected  sales  tax  soon  will  have  to  be  exempt. 


"Qiv  yourttif  ot  sotn»on«  dtar  a 
Chhatian  axcuraion  Urn  yaart  Halp 
aaod  your  paator  " 


CONTACT:  Rdv.  JoRn  Adkaraon.  EvangaHM, 
F.  0.  Box  481174.  AHanU.  Ga.  303484)174 
Talapitona  numbaf  404/934-1613  or  447-S3S3 
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BJCPA  Exec  Committee  votes 
Southern  Baptist  rep  increase 


Thursday,  March  12,  1W7 

Three  Senior 
Adult  leader 
meets  set 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  Alterations 
in  the  size  and  composition  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Affairs 
moved  a  step  closer  to  completion 
March  2  as  .the  Washington-based 
denominational  agency’s  executive 
committee  approved  a  necessary 
bylaw  change.  Final  approval  of  the 
proposal  is  expected  in  October  when 
the  full  Baptist  Joint  Committee  is  to 
meet. 

A  key  component  of  the  new 
representation  formula  is  an  increas¬ 
ed  Southern  Baptist  presence  on  the 
committee  charged  by  eight 
cooperating  U.S.  Baptist  bodies  with 
monitoring  religious  liberty  and 
separation  of  church  and  state.  The 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  along 
with  two  other  Baptist  conventions, 
'  founded  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee 
in  1936. 

The  number  of  Southern  Baptists  on 
the  BJCPA  will  rise  from  15  to  18 
under  the  new  plan.  According  to  a 
formula  approved  by  the  SBC  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  last  month,  the 
SBC  representatives  will  be  the  SBC 
president,  the  president  of  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee,  the  presidents  of 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board,  Home 
Mission  Board,  Annuity  Board  and 
Sunday  School  Board,  and  12  at-large 
members  elected  by  messengers  to 
the  annual  ccmvention.  In  addition,  the 
executive  director  of  the  SBC  CJluis- 


tian  Life  Commission  will  be  an  ex- 
officio,  non-voting  mdmber.  The  new 
formula  must  be  approved  by 
messengers  to  this  year’s  SBC  in  St. 
Louis. 

At  present,  the  15  Southern  Baptists ' 
on  the  BJCPA  include  the  convention 
president,  nine  heads  of  denomina¬ 
tional  agencies'  and  five  at-large 
members. 

A  prc^xKal  to  alter  the  size  and  com¬ 
position  of  the  Public  Affairs  CtHnmit- 
tee  emerged  from  last  year’s  SBC 
meeting  in  Atlanta,  where  the  SBC 
Committee  on  Boar^  asked  the  SBC 
Executive  Committee  to  study  the 
matter  and  recommend  changes.  The 
proposal  later  was  assigned  to  a 
special  fact-finding  committee  that 
has  spent  the  last  nine  months  con¬ 
ducting  an  investigation  of  the 
BJCPA. 

More  than  a  year  before  those  ac¬ 
tions,  however,  the  BJCPA  appointed 
a  three-person  task  force  to  recom¬ 
mend  changes  in  representation  from 
all  eight  member  bodies.  Last  Oc¬ 
tober,  the  full  committee  approved 
that  panel’s  recommendations,  in¬ 
cluding  that  of  increasing  the  number 
of  Southern  Baptists  from  15  to  18. 

Other  features  of  the  new  represen¬ 
tation  plan  include  a  provision  that  no 
proxy  votihg  is  to  be  permitted  in  the 
future  and  that  no  participating  body 
may  have  more  than  one-third  of  the 


total  membership.  Overall,  the  new 
plan  provides  for  up  to  54  members. 

Besides  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  other  member  bodies  given 
additional  seats  on  the  conunittee  are 
the  Baptist  General  CkMiference,  from 
its  present  three  to  eight,  and  the 
North  American  Baptist  Conferelfce, 
from  three  to  six. 

Those  losing  seats  will  be  the 
American  Baptist  (Churches,  from  15 
to  nine,  and  all  three  participating 
black  bodies.  Both  the  National  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  of  America  and  the 
National  Baptist  Convention  U.S.A. 
Inc  will  lose  members,  from  the  pre¬ 
sent  allotment  of  15  seats  each  to 
three  and  one,  respectively.  The  Pro¬ 
gressive  National  Baptist  Convention 
will  drop  from  five  to  three.  The 
Seventh  Day  Baptist  (Jeneral  Con¬ 
ference  also  will  drop,  from  three  to 
one. 

The  new  formula  is  based  on  both 
membership  and  financial  contribu¬ 
tions,  with  the  incentive  that  smaller 
groups  may  increase  their  represen- 
taticMi  contributing  larger  amounts. 

In  another  action,  the  BJCPA  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  approved  a  pro¬ 
posed  1987-88  budget  of  $632,625.  Of 
that  amount,  71  percent  is  anticipated 
from  the  SBC  Cooperative  Program, 
with  another  5  percent  coming  from 
the  Southern  Baptist  Foundation  on 
earnings  from  a  capital  fund. 


U.S.  government  denies  appeals 
to  let  Lebanon  missionaries  stay 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  The  U.S. 
government  again  has  turned  down 
renewed  appeals  that  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  missionaries  be  allowed  to  keep 
working  in  Lebanon. 

allow  the  people  to  s'tay  over 
th€^  on  valid  passports  would  not 
re^niy  be  consistent  with  our  respon¬ 
sibilities  to  safeguard  the  safety  and 
lives  of  U.S.  citizens,”  State  Depart¬ 
ment  official  William  Wharton  said 
March  3.  Wharton  is  the  department’s 
director  of  citizen  appeals. 

March  6  is  the  final  deadline  for 
departure  of  American  citizens  from 
Lebanon,  Wharton  said.  The  U.S.  ban 
on  travel  and  residence  there  will  re¬ 
main  in  effect  for  one  year,  after 
which  it  will  be  reviewed  and  either 
lifted  or  renewed.  “We’re  always 
hopeful  that  we  might  be  able”  to  lift 
the  ban,  he  said,  “but  I  have  no  infor¬ 
mation  as  to  when  that  might  occur.” 

Groups  of  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  Lebanon  already  were 
departing  for  Cyprus  in  late  February 
and  early  March. 

Wharton  reported  the  State  Depart¬ 
ment  had  received  ‘^uite  a  few”  ap- 
^  peals  from  American  humanitarian 
and  religious  workers  in  Lebanon  for 
exemption  from  the  US.  governments 
Jan.  28  order  that  all  Americans  leave 
the  embattled  country.  All  such  ap¬ 
peals  have  been  turned  down,  he  said. 

Wharton  said  the  government 
recognized  the  valuable  work  done  t^y 
American  missionaries  in  Lebanon 


but  repeated  the  State  Department’s 
refusal  to  risk  more  kidnappings  or 
deaths  of  U.S.  citizens  in  Eteirut. 

In  applying  for  exemption, ^Southern 
Baptist  missionaries  insisted  most  of 
their  work  was  carried  out  in  the 
relative  safety  of  (Christian  East 
Beirut  and  ask^  fm-  the  right  to  make 
their  own  decisions  about  personal 
risk  in  service  to  God  and  the 
Lebanese  people. 

Their  applications  were  turned 
down  Feb.  12.  R.  Keith  Parks,  presi- 

I 

Farm  crisis 


dent  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign 
Mission  Board,  then  appealed  direct¬ 
ly  to  President  Reagan,  asking  that  a 
skeleton  force  of  13  missionaries  be 
allowed  to  remain.  The  White  House 
forwarded  the  appeal  to  the  State 
Department.  In  a  letter  to  Secretary 
of  State  George  Shultz,  U.S.  Sen. 
Strom  Thurmond  of  South  Carolina 
also  asked  for  reconsideration  of  the 
refusal  to  exempt  Southern  Baptist 
missionaries  from  the  evacuation 
order. 


to  be  focus 


of  ACTS  network  speeial 


Th< nation’s  farm  crisis  and  its  ef¬ 
fect  on  churches  in  farm  communities 
will  be  the  focus  on  a  special 
90-minute  edition  of  “Life  Today”  to 
be  broadcast  on  the  ACTS  Network 
March  13  at  6:30  p.m. 

According  to  Texas  Agricultural 
Commissioner  Jim  Hightower, 
America  has  lost  “a  half  a  million 
good  farmers  since  1981.”  More  than 
2,000  will  go  out  of  business  each  week 
during  1987,  he  predicted.  The  decline 
in  family  farms  is  expected  to  have 
a  serious  effect  on  churches  in  the 
farm  areas.  One  expert  predicts  that 
many  of  them  will  close  their  doors  in 


the  next  five  years 

■“Life  Today”  will  feature 
agricultural  experts  such  as  Rep. 
Kika  De  La  Garza  (D-Texas),  chair¬ 
man  of  the  House  Agricultmal  Com¬ 
mittee;  Fred  Wood  of  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture;  and  C.  H. 
Murphy,  pastor  of  First  CIhurch, 
Lamesa,  Texas.  Murphy’s  church 
recently  organized  a  farm  family 
weekend  in  an  effort  to  minister  to 
hurting  farm  families. 

Viewers  of  “Life  Today”  will  be 
able  to  use  toll-free  telephone  lines  to 
ask  questions  or  add  comments  dur¬ 
ing  the  live  telecast. 


These  figures  follow  a  pattern  in  re¬ 
cent  fiscal  years  of  a  slight  percen¬ 
tage  decrease  in  SBC  contributions  as 
compared  to  those  of  the  other 
member  bodies.  Two  of  the  other 
bodies  —  the  Baptist  (general  Con¬ 
ference  and  the  North  American  Bap¬ 
tist  C!onference  —  outdistance  the  SBC 
in  per-capita  gifts  to  the  BJCPA. 

Executive  Committee  members 
also  gave  approval  to  BJCPA  co¬ 
sponsorship  of  a  1988  religious  liber¬ 
ty  conference  to  be  held  at  First  Bap¬ 
tist  CSiurch  Providence,  R.I.,  the  first 
Baptist  congregation  in  America. 
Other  sponsors  will  be  the  American 
Baptist  Churches  in  the  US. A.  and  the 
American  Baptist  Churches  of  Rhode 
Island.  The  June  5-7, 1988,  conference 
will  commemorate  the  350th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  founding  of  the  historic 
congregation. 

Morris 

convicted 

'The  Associated  Press  reported 
this  week  that  Benjamin  Morris 
was  convicted  of  the  murders  of 
Southern  Baptist  Missionary 
Elizabeth  Senter  and  her  10-year- 
old  daughter,  Rachel  in  Literia. 
Ilie  repeal  noted  that  the  presiding 
judge  was  expected  to  sentence 
Morris  to  death  by  hanging. 

Farm  family  meet 
to  study  stress 

A  farm  family  stress  mana^’ement 
seminar  will  tate  place  Mar.  19  at  6:30 
p.m.  at  the  Mississippi  Cooperative 
Extension  Service  office  in  Macon. 
For  details  and  directions,  call  First 
Church  there  at  726-4326.  Sponsors  are 
MCE^,  FBC,  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  and  the  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board.  The  meeting  begins  with 
a  catfish  supper,  so  reservations  are 
necessary. 


“Choosing  a  Better  Way”  is  the 
theme  for  three  Senior  Adult  leader- 
‘ship  days  being  planned  for  Petal- 
Harvey  Cliurch,  Petal;  Central  Hills 
Retreat;  and  Sherman. 

In  Area  8A  Billy  G.  Johnson,  consul¬ 
tant,  will  hold  the  area  meeting  at 
Petal-Harvey  Church,  March  24.  In 
Area  4,  Lavon  Moore,  consultant,  will 
be  hosting  the  meeting  at  Clentral 
Hills  Retreat  April  7.  The  Area  2 
meeting,  with  Charles  Stubblefield, 
consultant,  will  be  held  at  Sherman  on 
May  7.  William  P.  Smith  III,  director 
of  missions,  Lee  Association,  is 
cosponsor. 

Cortez  Hutchinson,  First  Church, 
Yazoo  City,  and  Bob  Williams,  Cam¬ 
bridge  Church,  Gautier,  will  be  addi¬ 
tional  resource  persons  for  the  ses¬ 
sions.  A  small  registraton  fee,  which 
includes  the  price  of  lunch,  will  be 
charged.  Because  of  the  luncheon, 
reservations  should  be  made  for  the 
Ontral  Hills  session  by  April  7  with 
Dan  West,  P.  0.  Box  237,  Kosciusko 
39090.  Telephone  289-9730.  For  the 
Sherman  meeting  on  May  7  contact 
should  be  made  with  William  P. 
Smith,  P.  O.  Box  133,  Tupelo,  MS 
38802,  telephone  842-8164.  For  infor¬ 
mation  concerning  the  Petal-Harvey 
program,  contact  should  be  with  Bil¬ 
ly  G.  Johnson,  Route  9,  Box  1814,  Hat¬ 
tiesburg,  MS  39401. 

.  The  programs  are  cosponsored  by 
Family  Ministry  Section,  Church 
Training  Department,  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board.  J.  Clark 
Hensley  is  seniw  adult  consultant.  All 
interested  senior  adults  and  their 
leaders  are  invited  to  participate 
whether  or  not  within  the  areas 
designated.  Area  8A  includes  chur¬ 
ches  in  Jones,  Wayne,  Forrest,  and 
Perry  Chunties.  Atm  4  includes  chur¬ 
ches  in  Calhoun,  (mickasaw.  Clay, 
Webster,  Lowndes,  Attala,  Choctaw, 
Winston,  and  Noxubee  associations. 
Area  2  includes  churches  in  Monroe, 
Itawamba,  Lee,  Pontotoc,  Union 
County,  Prentiss,  Tishomingo, 
Alcorn,  Tippah,  and  Benton 
associations. 


Saturday,  April  4,  1987 

Sunday  School  Seminar 

on 

Weekly  Workers’  Meeting 

Broadmoor  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 
Saturday,  April  4,  1987 
9:00  a.m.  -  3:00  p.m. 

for 

Pastors,  ministers  of  education,  Sunday 
school  directors,  all  age  group  workers 

Sponsored  by  the  Sunday  School  Department 
Keith  Wilkinson,  director 
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Mississippi  Missioq, 

Donors  have 
option 
when  giving 


Chuck  Baggett  was  recently  licensed 
to  the  ministry  of  music  by  Pleasant 
Hill  Church,  Union 
County.  He  plans  to 
enter  Blue  Moun- 
taintain  College  in 
the 

Chuck  is  the  son 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Don  Baggett  of 
New  Albany.  He 
^^^Hcan  be  contacted 
at  534-7489. 


The  Mississippi  Mission  offers 
donors  a  choice  of  three  options  in 
support  of  the  $40,000,000  endowment 
campaign. 

Commitments  under  Option  A  are 
ctmsidered  undesignated.  They  will  be 
divided  among  Mississippi  College, 
William  Carey  College,  Blue  Mountain 
College  and  The  Baptist  Children’s 
Village  according  to  a  formula  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention.  The  formula  calls  for 
Mississippi  College  to  receive  51  per¬ 
cent;  William  Carey  College,  29  per¬ 
cent;  Blue  Mountain  College  and  The 
Baptist  Children’s  Village,  10  percent 
each. 

Donors  may  designate  their  com¬ 
mitments  to  one  or  more  of  the  four 
institutions  of  their  choice  under  Op¬ 
tion  B.  Careful  attention  is  paid  to 
make  sure  the  proper  institution(s) 
receive  the  income  from  designated 
pledges. 

Option  C  commitments  will  be  us¬ 
ed,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Campaign 
Committee,  toward  equalizing 
undesignated  and  designated  pledges 
in  such  a  way  as  to  assure  that  each 
institution  will  receive  more  nearly 
the  approximate  percentage  of  total 
endowment  funds  raised,  as  set  forth 
in  the  formula  under  Option  A. 


Cumberland  Church,  Webster  Association,  ordained  three  new  deacons  on  Feb. 
8.  PictJ»red.  left  to  right,  are  Donny  Buckner.  Paul  Crowley,  and  Danny  Reed 
James  M.  Tidwell  is  pastor. 


Baggett 


Cooperville  Church,  Scott  County, 
ecently  elected  Jimmy  O.  Stuart  to  serve 
as  deacon.  * 

The  charage  to  the  candidate  and 
charge  to  the  church  was  given  by 
LaVerne  Summerlin,  pastor,  following  the 
Sunday  morning  message  on  "The  Office 
of  Deacon.” 

Participating  in  the  ordination  service 
are  pictured,  left  to  right,  LaRue  Cooper; 
chairman  of  deacons,  Jimmy  Huffman; 
vice-chairman  of  deacons,  Darnell  Stuart; 
father  of  candidate.  Jimmy  D.  Stuart,  Sum¬ 
merlin;  and  Prentiss  Sessums  Jr, 


Mount  Vernon  (Newton):  Mar. 
15-18;  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  6:45  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Paul  Stupka,  Pon¬ 
totoc,  evangelist;  Jim  Hill,  music 
director;  Bill  Hutto,  pastor. 


^9  W  ▼  /J  First,  Beizoni:  Mar.  15-18;  Sunday, 
I  V  U  8:30, 11  a.m., and 7 p.m.; Mon.-Wed., 

9  I  &  J  ^  Dennis  Johnsey, 

.•  v^.-.  mu  m  t  T  P  a  B  pastor.  First,  Pascagoula,  evangelist; 

^  ^  ...  Alan  Morrison,  First,  Pasadena, 

Heuck*  Retreat  Church  m  Lincoln  County  recen  ly  had  rer^nition  ^rvices  for  xex.,  music  evangelist;  BiUy  McKay, 
Acteens,  GAs,  and  Mission  Friends.  The  theme  was  Gifted  to  Serve,  Called  to  Act.  nastor 
Pictured,  left  to  right,  top  row,  are  Acteens  Dana  Haley,  Betty  Ann  Blackwell,  Belinda 
Fuller,  De’Ana  Lea,  Amy  Cooper,  and  Leigh  Ann  Hemby.  Middle  row,  GAs  Beth  Town¬ 
send,  Summer  Smith,  Heather  Bradley,  Kristi  Daniels.  Stephanie  Smith,  Amanda  Salem,  Collins:  March  29-April  1; 
Lea,  Bonnie  Byrd,  Lori  Townsend,  April  Netherland,  and  Casey  Spencer.  Front  row,  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  6:15  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed., 
Mission  Friends  Allison  Bradley,  Chris  Byrd,  Ben  Latham,  Grant  Spencer,  and  Ashley  7  p.m. ;  Kenneth  Hale,  Fairhope,  Ala., 
Smith.  Not  pictured  are  Christie  Oberschmidt,  Jennifer  Oberschmidt,  and  Kim  Har-  evanglist;  Gwen  Hitt,  minister  of 
ris.  Teachers  and  directors  are  Mary  Jo  Latham  for  Acteens,  Joyce  Daniels,  Brenda  music,  music;  Larry  Springfield, 
Bradley,  and  Raine  Ratliff  for  GAs,  and  Rhonda  Smith  for  Mission  Friends.  pastor. 


Hie  Mississippi  Singing  Churchmen 
.vilJ  pr-esent  a  concert,  7  p.m.,  at  First 
Church,  Grenada,  on  Thursday, 
'larch  26. 

Representing  Southern  Baptist 
diurches  across  Mississippi,  the 
Singing  CJiurcl^.men  h^s  110  active 
members,  most  of  whom  are  full-time 
ministers  of  music. 

Milfred  Valentine,  chairman  of  the 
Fine  Arts  Division  at  Jones  County 
Junior  College,  is  the  director. 


BAPTISTRIES 

HEATERS.  PUMPS 
FACTORY  DIRECT 
FREE  1-800-251-0679 
TN  CALL  COLLECT  615-875-0679 
HBERGLASS  BAPTISTRY  CO 
3SII  HIXSON  PKE*CHATTANOOGA.TN374l5 


Antioch  (Jasper):  Mar.  13-15;  Fri. 
and  Sat.  services,  7  p.m. ;  Sunday  ser¬ 
vices,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  LaVeme 
Summerlin,  pastor,  Cooperville,  Mor¬ 
ton,  guest  preacher;  Jelly  Welborn, 
music  director,  Antioch  Church, 
music;  Carey  Bass,  interim  pastor 


Calvary  Church,  Braxton,  will  hear 
missionaries  during  missions  em¬ 
phasis,  March  15-22. 

Leon  Emery,  former  director  of 
Church  Administration-Pastoral 
Ministries,  will  speak  Mar.  15,  at  7 
p.m.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jim  Bennett, 
former  missionaries  to  Argentina, 
will  speak  Mar.  18.  at  7  p.m.  And  on 
Mar.  22,  at  7  p.m.,  Rodrick  Conerly, 
missionary  to  Lima,  Peru,  will’  be 
speaking. 

“Calvary  Church  gave  twice  as 
much  to  Lottie  Moon  CTiristmas  offer¬ 
ing  in  1966  as  it  has  ever  given  before,” 
says  Henry  J.  Bennett,  pastor. 


Neshoba  County  Royal  .Am¬ 
bassadors  recently  tmk  a  field  trip  to 
Central  Hills  Retreat  in  Kosciusko. 

The  churches  represented  by  the  31 
boys  were  Old  Pearl  Valley,  Grace, 

IVinity,  and  Neshoba.  'They  toured  the 
grounds  and  heard  about  the  work  of 
the  camp  from  Dan  West,  director. 

Sammy  J.  McDonaldr  Neshoba 
County  Royal  Ambassador  director, 

led  in  the  activities.  Holly  Springs  (Lincoln):  Mar.  15; 

M.  L.  Douglas,  preaching;  Sherri 
Smith,  music  leader;  Melissa  Lewis, 
Clarke  College,  a  division  of  piano  player;  dinner  on  the  grounds; 
Mississippi  College,  has  received  a  a  short  business  meetings  and  gospel 
$400  unrestricted  grant  from  the  singing;  Glenn  Mclnnis,  pastor.  Pro- 
Sears-Roebuck  Foundation.  ceeds  go  to  cemetery  u{Aeep. 


Clarke  College  recently  received  a 
donation  from  Harold  Johnson,  plant 
manager,  La-Z-Boy  Company  in 
Newton.  The  donation  was  received 
for  the  college  by  Dean  James  Read. 


MUSIC  &  Laughter 

Entertainment  for  Church 
‘^Mler  Dinner”  Occasions 

For  booking  8  schodukrtg  cakor  write: 

Bill  Clark 

(601)  956-7560 
(601)  956-1893 


Griffith  Memorial.  5275  Terry  Road, 
Jackson:  Mar.  15-18;  Sunday  services, 
11  a.m.;  all  evening  services,  7  p.m.; 
Noon  covered  dish  services,  519  West 
Silas  Brown  Street,  Mon.-Wed., 

Guy  Henderson,  Director  of  Evan¬ 
gelism,  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board,  preaching;  Hubert  Greer, 
music  evangelist,  Brookhaven, 
music;  Gary  A.  Knapp,  pastor. 


Jackson.  MS  39236 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  prico,  binding  and  jtyla  to  meat  avary 
naad.  Quality  workmansbip  guarantaad. 
Writa  for  illustratad  prica  foldar. 
‘'Internatlonmily  known  specialmta" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 


y  Good  Ho|^,  Lena:  March  22-25; 

C,,^  yy  y  ^y  ^  .  Sunday  services,  lla.m.,  7  p.m.  ;  Mon  - 

■  Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Randal  Walker,  pastor, 

y  First,  Carson,  evangelist;  Mark 

Gunn,  music;  Mrs.  Brenda  Cliennault, 

Barefoot  Springs  Church,  Ken  Massey  has  recently  become  Paul  Davis  has  recently  accepted  pianist;  Mrs.  Paula  O’Bannon, 
Pelahatchie,  called  Grant  McElveen  pastor  of  First  Church,  Marks.  He  the  call  of  First  Church,  Okolona,  as  organist;  Odell  Tebo,  pastor, 
as  pastor  on  Feb.  22.  Presently  McEl-  most  recently  served  Woodhaven  minister  of  music.  Davis  attended 

veen  is  serving  as  pastor  of  Church  in  Garland,  Tex.  as  associate  Blue  Mountain  College.  He  was  Collins  Collins- Mar.  15-20- Sunday 
Farmhaven  Church  in  Madison  pastor.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Baylor  previously  minister  of  music  at  In-  nam  7pm  -  w^kdays  7a  m  cof- 
County.  University  and  Southwestern  gomar  Church,  Union  Association,  fee  and  donate-  12  noon  salad  lun- 

On  that  same  night  two  brothers.  Seminary.  He  will  complete  doctoral  Davis  is  married  to  the  former  Missy  rhoon  7  n  m  •  Riiiv  Cmnito  HniKsinn 
Lavell  and  Charles  Stevenson,  were  work  at  Southwestern  in  April.  His  King.  Roy  McHenry  is  pastor  ’  evangeltet  J^S  Se 

ordained  as  d^cons.  J.  C.  Renfro  wife’s  name  is  Sara  Lynn  and  their  Loui^Ue,  music;  Joe  Ratcliff,  pastor 

had  charge  of  the  service  and  preach-  children  are  Knsten,  4 ;  and  Aaron,  19 

ed  the  ordination  sermon.  months.  RhythmaticS  will  sing  foF  banOUet 

Sunflower  Church,  Sunflower,  has  o  ^ 

called  Harold  Collar,  Jr.  as  its  pastor.  Northside  Church,  Greenville,  has  The  senior  adult  Second  Mile  Club  churches,  and  sometimes  in  their  own 

Collar  is  a  graduate  of  New  Orleans  called  E.  Leslie  Hicks  as  its  pastor.  He  of  Jmmanuel  Church,  Hattiesburg,  church. 

Seminary.  He  goes  to  Sunflower  from  previously  pastured  Straight  Bayou  '  has  a  choir  called  the  Rhythmatics,  The  Rhythmatics  will  sing  March  28 
Pachuta  CTiurch,  Clarke  Association.  Church,  Anguilla.  Hicks  and  his  wife,  and  has  been  presenting  a  musical,  at  6  p.m.  for  the  spring  senior  adult 
He  and  his  wife,  Barbara,  have  three  Martha,  have  a  son,  David,  living  in  "The  Time  of  Our  Lives,"  under  direc-  banquet  at  Corinth  Church, 
children.  Brandy,  12;  Neil,  10;  and  Birmingham,  Ala  ,  and  a  daughter  at  tion  of  Ronnie  McCall,  music  director.  Heidelberg,  where  they  will  present 
Timothy,  2.  home,  Janie,  Age  11.  'They  sing  in  nursing  homes,  other  the  musical,  “A  New  Hope.” 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON  COMMENTARIES 


er:  Remembering  Jesus’  suffering 


Considering  the  consequences  of  discipleship 


Counting  the  cost  of  discipleship  was  exact¬ 
ly  the  point  which  Jesus  wanted  to  impress  on 
the  multitudes.  Jesus  wanted  followers  who  had 
consciously  considered  the  requirements  of  be¬ 
ing  his  disciple.  He  used  two  short  examples  to 
teach  the  important  truth  that  a  person  should 
carefully  weigh  all  that  is  involved  before 
undertaking  important  matters.  The  two  ex¬ 
amples  expose  the  two  sides  of  the  same  coin. 

first  example  explains  how  a  builder 
must  carefully  calculate  the  cost  before  he 
begins  a  project.  “Otherwise,  when  he  has  laid 
a  foundation,  and  is  not  able  to  finish,  all  who 
observe  it  begin  to  ridicule  him  saying.  This 
man  began  to  build  and  was  not  able  to  finish.’  " 
In  this  example  the  question  is.  can  one  afford 
to  follow  Jesus? 

The  second  example  pictures  a  king  who 
carefully  considers  the  consequences  of  going 
to  war  against  overwhelming  strength.  Heeding 
his  intelligence  reports,  the  wise  king  seeks 
terms  of  peace  rather  than  face  defeat. 

Unlike  the  builder  of  the  first  example  who 
could  choose  to  begin  or  not,  the  king  is  under 
assault  and  must  act  promptly.  In  this  exam¬ 
ple  the  question  is,  can  one  afford  fo  refuse  the 


demands  of  Jesus  and  His  ultimate  victory?  Tb 
accept  Jesus  is  costly;  to  reject  Jesus  costs 
even  morel  “Fot  whoever  wish»  to  save  his  life 
shall  lose  it;  but  whoever  loses  his  life  for  my 
sake  shall  find  it.  For  what  will  a  man  be  pro¬ 
fited,  if  he  gains  the  whole  world,  and  forfeits 
his  soul  (Mat.  16:25,  26)?” 

The  point  then  is  clear.  Jesus  does  not  want 
followers  who  have  not  carefully  calculated  the 
cost  of  being  a  disciple.  And  He  speaks  plainly 
about  the  price.  A  di^iple  of  Jesus  must  be  will¬ 
ing  to  renounce  all  that  he  has  as  well  as  being 
prepared  to  face  humiliation,  suffering,  and 
hostility.  God’s  grace  is  free  but  certainly  not 
cheap.  His  marvelous  grace  comes  to  man 
through  the  expensive  price  of  the  cross  and 
resurrection. 

'Ib  demonstrate  the  worthless  value  of  a  disci¬ 
ple  who  does  not  manifest  the  characteristics 
of  true  discipleship.  Jesus  uses  the  illustration 
of  salt  that  has  lost  its  taste.  Even  though  it  is 
still  sodium  chloride,  once  it  has  lost  its  unique 
characteristics,  it  becomes  useless.  “He  who 
has  ears  to  hear,  let  him  hear”  (v.  35). 

Nathan  Barber  is  pastor.  First  Church,  Bay 
St.  Louis. 


By  Nathan  L.  Barber 
Luke  14:25-35 

Jesus  was  on  his  way  to  Jerusalem  and  the 
cross.  The  great  multitudes  which  were  going  loyalties.  We  must,  however,  be  so  devoted  to 
along  with  him  gave  clear  evidence  that  while  Jesus  that  our  commitment  to  him  takes  {Hiori- 
seeing  they  did  not  see,  ty  over  family  loyalties, 
while  hearing  they  did  not  By  comparison,  then,  it  is  the  magnificent 
hear,  nor  did  they  under-  obs^ion  to  be  his  obedient  servants,  which  will 

stand  (Matt.  13:13).  He  turn-  sometimes  make  it  seem  as  if  we  “hate”  olir 

^  and  spoke  to  them,  not  nearest  kin.  Perhaps  our  missionaries,  often 

because  he  did  not  welcome  having  to  leave  aging  and/or  sick  parents  and 

many  followers,  but  because  being  separated  from  children  awayht  school, 

he  wanted  each  follower  to  can  best  identify  with  the  intense  conflict  which 

be  fully  aware  of  the  family  loyalties  and  responsibilities  bring  to 

demands  of  discipleship.  bear  on  individuals  committed  to  following 
Barber  Our  Lord  intentionally  Jesus, 

spoke  the  harsh  woi^,  “hate,”  concerning  the  ( 1 )  Tb  hate  your  own  life  and  (2)  to  carry  your 

deepest  (Shuman  relationships  within  the  fomi-  own  cross  mean  that  personal  ambition  and 
ly.  Since  he  had  already  commanded  his  self-interest  must  be  laid  aside.  Both  phrases 
followers  to  love  even  their  enemies  (6 : 27 ) ,  we  concentrate  on  the  ideas  of  humiliation,  suffer- 
can  feel  confident  that  he  did  not  mean  that  we  ing,  and  being  the  object  of  hostility.  'The  disci- 
are  literally  to  “hate”  those  who  are  closest  to  pie  is  even  required  to  give  up  his  life  if 

us.  One’s  family  may  have  expectations  or  necessary.  Discipleship  is  following  Jesus  and 

make  such  demands  that  the  disciple  is  unhap-  desiring  to  be  identified  with  him  regardless  of 
pily  brought  into  conflict  by  the  competing  the  cost. 


LIFE  AND  WORK 


Jesus  unjustly  condemned 


loyal  to  Caesar  if  he  released  Jesus.  The  Jews 
stated  that  anyone  who  made  himself  a  king 
would  be  against  Caesar.  Therefore,  Pilate  be¬ 
ing  concerned  that  his  loyalty  to  Caesar  would 
not  be  questioned,  compromised  his  belief  in 
the  innocence  of  Jesus.  Again,  Pilate  asked  the 
Jews  if  he  should  crucify  their  King.  The  chief 
priests  answered  that  they  had  no  king  except 
Caesar.  Thus,  Pilate  delivered  Jesus  over  his 
accusers  to  be  crucified.  However,  the  Roman 
soldiers  would  superintend  the  crucifixion. 

We  can  discover  several  truths  from  this 
lesson  that  should  be  applied  to  our  lives. 

1.  The  kingdom  of  God  transcends  this  world. 

2.  People  can  become  so  spiritually  blind  that 
they  will  caiT>’  out  treacherous  acts  in  the  name 
of  religion. 

3.  We  can  become  so  concerned  with  main¬ 
taining  the  status  quo  that  we  will  compromise 
our  convictions. 

4.  We  should  recognize  that  ultimate  authori¬ 
ty,  even  in  political  matters,  belongs  to  God. 

5.  People  intent  on  accomplishing  evil  will 
resort  to  manipulating  others  to  accomplish 
their  goal. 

Charles  Wesley  is  pastor,  Morrison  Chapel, 
Cleveland. 


crucify  Jesus.  However,  Pilate  could  find  no 
legitimacy  to  the  charges  brought  against 
Jesus.  Then  Pilate  sarcastically  asks  the  Jews 
to  go  ahead  and  crucify  Jesus.  Next,  the  Jews 
exclaimed  that  their  religious  laws  demanded 
that  Jesus  be  put  to  death  (Leviticus  14:26).  The 
Jews  charged  that  Jesus  claimed  to  be  the  Son 
of  God.  That  was  blasphemy  to  the  Jews. 

III.  Pilate’s  further  conversation  with  Jesus 
( 19:8-11 ).  John  informs  is  that  Pilate  was  grow¬ 
ing  more  fearful  of  the  situation.  'Therefore, 
Pilate  returns  to  the  judgment  hall  to  question 
Jesus  further  concerning  the  charge  of 
blasphemy.  F*ilate  asked  Jesus  where  He  came 
from.  However,  Jesus  gave  no  reply.  Pilate 
reminded  Jesus  that  he  had  the  authority  to 
order  his  crucifixion  or  to  grant  freedom.  Jesus 
tells  Pilate  that  he  has  no  authority  except  the 
authority  given  to  him  by  God.  In  addition, 
Jesus  states  that  the  greater  sin  was  being  com¬ 
mitted  by  those  desiring  his  death. 

IV.  Pilate  reluctantly  orders  Jesus'  crucifix¬ 
ion  (19:12,  15-I6a).  Pilate  was  convinced  that 
Jesus  was  innocent  of  the  charges  brought  by 
the  Jews.  However,  in  order  to  manipulate 
Pilate,  the  Jews  declared  that  he  would  not  be 


By  Charles  Wesley 
John  18:33-36;  19:5-12,  15-16a 
Occasionally  we  read  the  story  of  someone 
who  was  sentenced  unjustly  ly  the  courts,  while 
the  guilty  go  free.  After  much  suffering  is  ex- 
H|||||||||B|||||||B|||w  perienced  by  the  innocent, 
the  truth  is  discovered.  Such 
a  story  tugs  at  the  h^rt  of 
a  sensitive  person.  This 
week’s  lesson  presents  the 
true  drama  of  how  Jesus 
was  unjustly  condemned  to 
die  on  a  cross. 

I.  Pilate’s  examination 
Jesus  (18:33-36).  After  the 
Wesley  Jews  were  clear  on  the 
charges  they  desired  to  bring  against  Jesus, 
they  carried  Jesus  to  Pilate,  the  Roman  gover¬ 
nor  of  Judea.  Jesus  was  brought  to  Pilate 
because  in  the  Roman  Empire  only  the  Roman 
authorities  could  carry  out  capital  punishment. 
Pilate  did  not  want  to  interfere  with  this  inter¬ 
nal  squabble  among  the  Jews.  However,  Pilate 
was  forced  to  consider  the  charges  brought 
against  Jesus. 

Pilate  questioned  Jesus  as  to  whether  Jesus 


was  the  King  of  the  Jews.  Then  in  return,  Jesus 
questions  Pilate  concerning  why  such  a  ques¬ 
tion  would  be  asked.  Was  Jesus  someone  who 
would  lead  a  rebellion  against  Caesar?  Or  was 
Pilate  only  interested  in  the  charge  brought  by 
the  Jewish  religious  leaders?  Next,  Pilate  sar¬ 
castically  asks,  “Am  I  a  Jew?”  Since  this  was 
a  problem  among  the  Jewish  religious  leaders, 
Pilate  had  no  way  of  knowing  if  the  charge  was 
true  or  false.  So  Pilate  then  asks  Jesus  to  give 
his  side  of  the  story.  Jesus  responds  by  explain¬ 
ing  that  his  kingdom  was  not  of  this  world.  The 
fact  that  Jesus’  servants  did  not  fight  to  pre¬ 
vent  his  deliverance  to  the  Jews  is  proof  that 
his  kingdom  belonged  to  another  realm.  An  ear¬ 
thly  king  would  be  expected  to  have  soldiers, 
but  Jesus  had  no  military. 

II.  Pilate’s  second  attempt  to  release  Jesus 
(19:5-7).  Pilate  ridiculed  Jesus  by  parading  him 
before  the  Jews  wearing  a  purple  robe  and  with 
a  crown  made  of  thorns  on  his  head.  Pilate  did 
not  take  Jesus  seriously,  but  the  Jews  were  very 
serious.  The  Jews  had  only  one  desire,  to 
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^^Bulls  on  eggshells” 
manage  SBC  stock  funds 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  -  Im¬ 
agine  a  bull  walking  on  eggshells. 
That’s  the  predicament  of  Southern 
Baptist  investment  managers. 

Wall  Street  is  on  an  unprecedented 
“bull”  run:  The  overall  value  of  stocks 
on  the  market  is  going  up  steadily. 
The  current  run  began  in  August  of 
1982  and  has  continued  without  any 
substantial  downward  correction. 
Since  that  time,  the  Dow  Jones  In¬ 
dustrial  Average  —  the.numerical.in- 
dica.tor  of  the  strength  of  the  stocks  — 
has  climbed  1,500  points,  to  a  record 
2,245. 

And  not  only  has  the  bull  bucked  to 
new  heights,  but  the  end  of  the  ride  is 
nowhere  in  sight.  Buyers  have  climb¬ 
ed  on.  The  smart  ones  are  corralling 
herds  of  dollars. 

But  what  if  the  bull  stumbles?  The 
riders  —  investors  who  have  counted 
on  a  higher  market  climb  —  could 
take  a  tumble.  The  careless  or  slow 
could  lose.  big. 

Therein  lies  the  predicament  of 
Southern  Baptists  whose  jobs  are  to 
manage  denominational  funds,  such 
as  endowments,  annuities  and 
reserves. 

'  Stewardship  demands  that  they 
make  the  money  work,  earning  the 
best  returns  possible.  But  millions 
could  be  lost  in  a  market  crash.  Con¬ 
sequently,  stewardship  also  demands 
that  they  keep  the  money  safe. 

Baptist  stock  managers  admit 
they’re  like  bulls  on  eggshells  —  ag¬ 
gressive  yet  cautious. 

“We’re  bullish,"  says  Hollis  Johnson, 
president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Foundation.  His  agency  manages 
fundi  primarily  for  other  Southern 
Baptist  agencies  and  state 
conventions. 

Security  is  harness  — 

But  Johnson  and  other  managers 
say  security  is  the  harness  that  keeps 
the  bull  in  check. 

“We  emphasize  conservative 
growth  and  preservation  of  capital^’ 
reports  Don  Early,  director  of  finan¬ 
cial  and  technical  services  for  the 
Southern  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board.  Early  oversees  management 
of  the  board’s  reserves  and  the  annui¬ 
ty  program  it  operates  for  its  own 
employees. 

“We  want  to  maximize  growth 
without  undue  risk,”  Early  explains. 
“Every  dollar  we  make  can  support 
(Sunday  School  Board)  programs.  If 
we  lose  it,  that  would  be  painful.” 

Both  Johnson  and  Early,  as  well  as 
managers  from  other  Baptist  finan¬ 
cial  institutions,  note  security  is  a 
primary  concern.  Despite  the  huge 
profits  to  be  made  from  the  bull 
market,  the  agencies  continue  to 
balance  their  assets  between  the 
stocks  or  equities  and  more  ktable 
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funds,  such  as  bonds.  Treasury  bills 
and  short-term  loans. 

For  example,  only  30  percent  —  or 
$18  million  —  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Foundation’s  assets  is  in  stocks,  with 
35  percent  in  short-term  loans  and  35 
percent  in  bonds.  About  39  percent  — 
or  $120  million  —  of  the  Baptist  Foun¬ 
dation  of  'Texas’  common  trust  fund  is 
common  stock,  Southern  Baptist 
Annuity  Board  holds  about  $500 
million  in  common  stock,  out  of  more 
than  $2  billion  in  assets. 

But  diversification  —  and  conse¬ 
quently  the  limitation  of  equities  to  a 
fixed  percentage  of  each  institution’s 
assets  —  is  just' one  element  of  the 
security  of  Southern  Baptist  money. 

“Our  emphasis  is  on  quality,” 
Johnson  explains.  “The  big  stocks  are 
leading,  and  that’s  our  kind  of  stock.” 
The  Southern  Baptist  Foundation  ig¬ 
nores  “junk  bonds,”  the  high-rolling 
but  high-risk  stock  that  makes  both 
princes  and  paupers  overnight.  It  in¬ 
stead  deals  with  blue-chip  stocks  such 
as  those  on  the  Dow-Jones  Industrial 
Average. 

This  practice  gives  the  foundation 
a  more  stable  base  from  which  to 
operate.  Granted,  the  prices  will  not 
escalate  as  rapidly  as  other  types  of 
stock,  Johnson  admits,  but  they  are 
not  likely  to  drop  precipitously,  either. 

Become  a  steward 

“The  minute  you  have  assets,  you 
become  a  steward,”  Early  reasons. 
“Our  position  has  bden  to  aggressively 
manage  funds.  That  takes  everyday 
management.  Yoif’ve  got  to  be  on  your 
toes  all  the  time.  Historically,  the 
market  value  has  been  underpriced. 
We  will  remain  fully  invested. 

“But  with  each  account  we  are 
prepared  to  preserve  assets,”  Early 
adds. 

“In  some  accounts,  we  can  go  back 
to  'Treasury  bills  in  a  day.  We  want  to 
be  nimble.  We  don’t  want  to  lose 
money.” 


“We  don’t  give  advice”  says 
Annuity  Board  rep.  “Each 
member  has  to  make  his  own 
decision.” 


'The  key  to  success  in  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  fund  management  is  to  capture 
the  gains  made  on  the  stock  market, 
says  'Ihl  Roberts,  executive  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Baptist  Foundation  of 
'l^xas.  As  with  other  Southern  Baptist 
financial  institutions,  the  'Texas  foun¬ 
dation  works  to  “capture  the  gain”  of 
rising  stocks. 

Rather  than  watch  stocks  climb  and 
eventually  fall,  the  foundations’  goals 
are  to  sell  stocks  at  their  highest  safe 


point  and  then  add  the  proceeds  back 
into  the  permanent  Southern  Baptist 
funds,  such  as  reserves,  endowments 
and  annuities. 

“We  have  realized  several  million 
dollars  each  year  on  the  sale  of  com¬ 
mon  stocks,”  Roberts  says.  “And  we 
have  plowed  that  money  back  into  the 
institutions’  funds  so  they  can  make 
more  money.  Asset  growth  is  mean¬ 
ingless  unless  you  convert  it  into  more 
realized  profits,  which  give  a  bigger 
capital  base  and  increase  earning.” 

All  the  talk  about  stocks  is  more 
than  just  theory  for  SBC  ministers 
and  denominational  workers  whose 
retirement  funds  are  managed  by  the 
convention’s  Annuity  Board.  Actually, 
less  than  one-third  of  the  board’s 
assets  are  in  equities,  and  only  an¬ 
nuitants  whose  retirement  accounts 
are  in  the  board’s  variable  and 
balanced  funds  are  involved  in  stocks. 

However,  people  who  have  put  their 
annuity  money  in  the  variable  fund 
have  enjoyed  a  12  percent  to  14  percent 
increase  in  unit  value  since  Jan.  1, 
reports  Thomas  Miller,  the  board’s 
vice  president  for  communications. 

Miller  stresses  the  board  does  not 
advise  individuals  regarding  invest¬ 
ment  funds,  noting  most  annuitants 
place  their  money  in  the  fixed  fund, 
which  has  a  guaranteed  rate  of  return 
and  does  not  involve  equities.  “We 
don’t  give  advice,”  he  says.  “We  tell 
the  philosophy  of  each  fund  and  give 
its  performance  record.  Each 
member  has  to  make  his  own  deci¬ 
sion.” 

Individual  annuitants  as  well  as 
SBC  institutions  that  have  had  money 
in  the  market  have  done  well  in  recent 
months,  but  no  one  is  certain  about 
the  future. 

“Historically,  stocks  move  from  be¬ 
ing  undervalued  to  overvalued,” 
Johnson  says,  explaining  the  current 
bull  market.  “During  the  1970s,  stocks 
were  terribly  undervalued.  We’ve 
been  moving  to  a  fair  value,  which  is 
where  we  are  now.  Stocks  still  are  not 
overvalued,  but  they  will  come  down; 
we  just  don’t  know  from  what  point.” 

'ITie  bull  market  probably  will  take 
another  two  years  to  make  another 
major  correction,  he  adds,  forecasting 
it  could  reach  the  3,500  mark,  up 
another  1,255  points. 

“Nobody  knows  where  it’s  going,” 
says  Roberts,  a  sentiment  echoed  by 
Miller,  “Nobody  knows  the  future.” 

But  that  fact  urges  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  investment  managers  to  do  their 
best.  “We  don’t  know  the  future,” 
Johnson  says.  “But  if  hard  times  come 
and  enough  money  doesn’t  come  in, 
we’ll  need  big  reserves  to  carry  us 
through.” 

And  that  means  the  bulls  can’t  af¬ 
ford  to  break  any  eggshells. 

Marv  Knox  is  BP  feature  editor. 


Allen  O.  Webb,  right,  delivers  books  to  Bill  Robbins,  left,  president  of  Yelloiwstone 
Baptist  College,  Billings,  Montana,  for  the  college  library. 


Webbs  deliver  libraries. 


given  Yellowstone  College 


The  lives  of  two  outstanding 
Mississippi  preachers  were  extended 
when  their  wives  donated  their 
libraries  to  Yellowstone  Baptist  Col¬ 
lege  in  Billings,  Montana,  to  further 
Christian  education. 

Mrs.  Mary  Green  donated  a  larger 
portion  of  her  husband’s  books.  The 
late  L.  E.  Green  served  for  several 
years  as  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Pascagoula,  and  finished  his  pastoral 
ministry  at  First  Church,  Prentiss.  He 
was  recognized  as  an  outstanding  Bi¬ 
ble  scholar.  His  outlines  of  the 
January  Bible  Study  Books  were 
sought  throughout  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention. 

Mrs.  Bertha  Davis  donated  a  large 
portion  of  her  late  husband’s  books. 

‘War  on  drugs’ 
effort  faces 
uphill  battle 


Montie  Davis  served  as  pastor  in 
several  churches  in  Mississippi.  In  the 
Jackson  County  area,  he  served  East 
Moss  Point  and  was  interim  pastor  at 
Ingalls  Avenue.  One  of  his  ac¬ 
complishments  that  he  remembered 
most  was  that  he'submitted  the  name 
chosen  for  the  Mississippi  College 
athletic  teams,  the  Choctaws. 

Mrs.  Green  and  Mrs.  Davis  donated 
these  libraries  to  Yellowstone  Baptist 
College,  a  small  Southern  Baptist  col¬ 
lege,  more  than  1,000  miles  from  any 
other  Baptist  school.  'These  books  will 
be  used  by  those  who  have  dedicated 
their  lives  to  God’s  work  and  have  no 
other  opportunity  for  training. 

Allen  O.  Webb  of  Pascagoula, 
retired  directorjof  missions,  Jackson 
County,  also  donated  350  books  from 
his  library  to  be  used  at  Yellowstone 
College.  He  and  Mrs.  Webb  delivered 
a  load  of  close  to  2,000  books  to  Bill¬ 
ings  in  January,  including  those  given 
by  Mrs.  Green  and  Mrs.  Davis. 

'The  books  will  enable  the  institution 
to  meet  the  library  requirements  for 
accreditation,  according  to  Webb. 


'The  facts  on  drug  abuse  have  gone 
from  sobering  to  downright  frighten¬ 
ing.  Consider  a  few  examples; 

•  According  to  the  National  In¬ 
stitute  of  Mental  Health,  10.5  million 
people  in  the  U.S.  have  a  substance- 
abuse  disorder. 

•  In  a  Harvard  study,  59  percent  of 
physicians  and  78  percent  of  medical 
students  said  they  have  used  mind- 
altering  drugs  at  least  once  for  self¬ 
treatment,  to  get  high  or  to  help  them 
stay  awake.  Nine  percent  of  doctors 
and  72  percent  of  medical  students 
have  tried  cocaine. 

•  Almost  two-thirds  of  the  nation’s 
high  school  students  will  use  illicit 
drugs  by  the  time  they  graduate. 

•  Cocaine  has  been  used  by  17  per¬ 
cent  of  them.  Ten  percent  first  used 
alcohol  in  the  6th  grade. 

•  Deaths  from  cocaine  more  than 
doubled  between  1981  and  1985.  An 
estimated  500,000  use  heroin. 

•  In  New  York  City  schools,  more 
kids  use  marijuana  and  alcohol  than 
cigarettes. 

•  Leading  cause  of  death  among 
teenagers  continues  to  be  auto  ac¬ 
cidents,  often  caused  by  drinking 
drivers. 
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